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Online Genealogy Tools 

Ancestry 

1. Go to www.midlibrary.org. 

2. Click on  Resources, then Online Databases, then on Ancestry. 

3. You can only use Ancestry while in the library, either on your own device or the computers in the library.  

4. Below is the page that will open . To start searching, click on the green ‘Begin Searching’ button. 

We will take a look at: 

 Ancestry 

 Heritage Quest 

 Family Search 
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Using Message Boards 

These can be used to find help from other people making their family trees or people trying to find other 

family members.  
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Learning Center 

If you do not know where to start, the learning center is a good place to start. They have tips and help to go 

beyond the basics we are covering in this class. 
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Charts and Forms 

These are charts and forms available to print out for free to help you with your research and to help you 

build your family tree. You can also download Census information by year by selecting  ‘Census Forms’. 



 5 

New Collections 

Collections are added everyday from all over the world, and some are searchable. An example below is      

indexed birth records from Sweden from 1859-1946. Each collection will have the last date it was updated 

and a small summary of what it contains.  
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Searching 

1. First fill in information. When searching, fill in as much information as you can. Name + birth year, death 

year, or even location will get you  much more than just a name.  

2. Click on the search button to get results.  
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Search Results 

 The results at the top of the page will always be more likely what you are looking for. The further you get 

from the top, the less relevant they can be.  

 Each result tells you where the information came from, the person, location, and year.  

 Some will have pictures of documents, but not all. 

 Feel free to use the limiters on the left side if your results are big.  The categories can help this if you only 

want to look at census, or birth/marriage/death records.  
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1. Click on a result to see it, if there is a photo included, it will be on the left side with a green ‘View’ button. 

Click on ‘Send document’ on the right side if you want to email it to yourself for later.  

2. Once you click view, you can choose to save it to your computer by clicking ‘Save’. Choose ‘Send Image 

Home’ or ‘Save to this Computer’.  
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Heritage Quest 

This database is also available through our website with your library card. It  is run by Ancestry, so all of the 

search features are the same. 

Census Search 
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Family Search 

This free website is run by the LDS community. The databases they created go beyond their communities. 

You can create a free account, search, save  documents and photos in your account, and create your family 

tree. 
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Other Resources 

 National Archives  

 Cyndi’s List 

 Genealogy magazines available through the library: 

Family Tree Magazine 

Your Genealogy Today 

 Many books also available through the library such as: 

Unofficial guide to Ancestry.com by Nancy Hendrickson 

Organize Your Genealogy by Drew Smith 

The Family Tree Guide to DNA Testing and Genetic Genealogy by Blaine T. Bettinger 

The Family Tree Cemetery Field Guide by Joy Neighbors 

The Family Tree Guidebook to Europe by Allison Dolan 

Family Tree Factbook by Diane Haddad 

My Contact Information 

Amanda Brzeszkiewicz, Library Assistant 

Middleton Public Library amandab@midlibrary.org 608-827-7403 
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