
 

 

Statement of the Middleton Public Library Board on the Friends Bookstore  

The Friends of the Middleton Public Library was created in 1973 to promote and improve library 

services, materials, and facilities for the Middleton Public Library; to stimulate and encourage gifts and 

bequests to the Library; to recruit, support and recognize any volunteer whose aim it is to strengthen the 

Library programs; and to encourage the broadest possible use of the Library’s facilities, materials, and 

services.  

In recent years, fundraising efforts by the Friends have focused primarily on the operation of a used 

bookstore within the Library’s building, selling books and other materials donated by the public.  The 

bookstore was closed in March 2020, when public access to the library shifted to curbside and virtual 

services due to the pandemic.  

The Library Board and staff are immensely grateful to Friends volunteers and donors who made the 

bookstore possible.  Funds raised by the bookstore have supported Library programming and the Next 

Chapter campaign, both of which have been a great benefit to the Library.   

The closure of the bookstore during the pandemic has allowed the Library Board to consider whether the 

bookstore should remain housed in the Library’s building.  The Board is expected to formally vote on 

June 8th to discontinue the bookstore within the library space.  There are two main reasons for this 

decision: 

1. The bookstore takes up space that is needed for Library services, both the space used for the 

bookstore itself, and space needed to accommodate donation bins and to store donated materials. 

The space vacated by the bookstore will be used for additional programming space and space for 

materials as the Library reopens to the public. 

2. While volunteers do much of the work needed for the bookstore, significant library staff time is 

also needed to collect and handle donated materials, and to monitor and transact sales from the 

bookstore.  The cost of Library staff time to support the bookstore in 2019 nearly equaled the 

amount that the bookstore raised during this period. 

It is the Library Board’s fervent hope that this decision will lead to a new direction for the Friends, 

providing the opportunity to explore new avenues for fundraising and ways for volunteers to have a direct 

impact by serving in roles at the Library.  

This decision was made with significant consideration and debate over the course of several months. The 

Library Board is aware that many patrons and volunteers place a high value on the bookstore, but the 

Board has concluded that allowing the bookstore to operate within the facility is no longer in the best 

interest of the Library. 

There are currently a number of openings on the Friends Board, and the Library Board encourages all 

interested individuals to get involved with the Friends.  Opportunities for volunteering include serving on 

the Board and working on initiatives to reimagine activities of the Friends.  The Friends has had a 

wonderful history of almost 50 years, and the Library Board views this change as an opportunity to 

strengthen and bolster the organization for many years to come.  

If you would like to become a Friends volunteer, please email friendsmiddletonlibrary@gmail.com. 
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