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Learning Digital Public Library of America  
What is DPLA?  

The DPLA is a database that  brings different collections from many museums and libraries together 

in a single platform and portal, providing open and coherent access to our society’s digitized cultural 

heritage.  It provides books, images, historic records, and audiovisual materials.  

 

Why use it? 

Digital Public Library is an online digital database for you to access for FREE. Libraries all over the 

nation come together to allow you to view material you otherwise would not be able to see because 

of your current location. There are also items from places of research and history like the  

Smithsonian and Library of Congress that most people never are allowed to see.  

 

Use it for: 
 Primary and secondary education resources for families 

 Genealogy 

 State or city history  

 Teaching guides for teachers 

 Academic research 

 

How to use it? 

Go to http://dp.la to access the website. You do not need to sign up for anything, however if you 

want to make lists, you must use the same browser to access those lists made. 

The Homepage 
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This is the search box you will use by typing in what you are looking for. It 

can be specific or vague. Example: libraries 

Here I have searched by the word 

libraries.   

 Each record gives the author, a 

title if there is one, and a date. 

Some have previews of images. 

 Use the limiters on the left to 

help make the search less  

overwhelming. 

  You can click on each record to 

view the specifics of it. 

 When you click on the record, 

you will see the title, date, a 

preview of the image, author 

and publishing information and 

a button that says ‘view full 

item’.  

 

 Click on that button to view, it 

will open up to another page. If 

you scroll down the URL link of 

the image is there too.  

Searching 
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Make Lists to Save Items 

You can save items into a list to look at later.  

 On the record page, find the orange button that says ‘Add to a new list’.  

 Under the button any lists you previously made will also appear. You can mark the box if you want the 

item to be added to those lists, otherwise click the orange button to make a new one.  

 Type in the title of your list and click create. 

 You can also click on the Lists tab at the top to see all lists or make new ones as well. 
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Browse by Topic 

Each topic has subtopics.  

Click on each one to view 

the items in the collection.  

There are a few topics you can search by, these are usually newly added collections that are being show-

cased so they could change every few months. Click on the topic to dig further. 
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Browse by Partner 

If you are interested in a specific resource, you can search by partner. Here you can have access to items bro-

ken up so it is easier to see what comes from the Smithsonian Institution or the New York Public Library.  

Make sure to use limiters to make your searching easier. 
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Exhibitions 

Exhibitions are a way to look at topics where items have already been gathered for you. Within each topic 

there are subtopics that include facts/history and photos. There are currently 32 topics. 

Exhibitions will have 

introductions, photos, 

and other materials 

that are related. Simi-

lar to museums, there 

will be information on 

each photo, however 

not too in-depth. 
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Primary Source Sets 

This tab is found at the top. These are designed for teachers, and could also be used for home schooling. 

They are lessons already put together on certain topics.  These can work in conjunction with Google  

Classroom. 

When you click on a 

topic, this is what you 

see. There is a summary 

of the topic, with  

subtopics below. Also 

shown is the link to the 

teaching guide for the 

topic. Click the box to 

share this source set 

with Google Classroom. 
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Teaching Guide 

DPLA has people dedicated to creating lessons for these topics. The teaching guide includes discussion questions that relate to 

photos and information about the primary sources as well as class activities and worksheets for various teaching levels. All 

guides and worksheets are available to print and are properly cited. 
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For more help with DPLA, Click on the Help link at the top of the page.  

http://dp.la/info/help/ 

Other Digital libraries: 

UW Madison Libraries Digital Collections  

https://uwdc.library.wisc.edu/ 

DPLA Pro 
DPLA Pro is a place where organizations can come together to work on projects and add to DPLA. It is 

also where the free eBooks section lives. Here you can have access to various titles that are on the open 

bookshelf to download for free. No card needed!  You can also search the shelf  if there is something the 

Middleton library might not have because of age or seldom use.  


