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Pinterest is a social networking website that allows you to organize and share ideas through something 
called pinning. When you find something interesting on the web, you can pin it using Pinterest and then 
organize your thoughts into individual boards based on categories that you select.  

Learning Pinterest 

What is Pinterest? 

Sign Up for An account 

Go to www.pinterest.com, this is the 

page that loads, you can signup from 

this page by using Facebook, or  typing 

in your email and a password. Then 

click sign up.  

So what can we do with Pinterest ? 

 

Access teaching resources 

Plan a vacation 

Plan a wedding/Get Wedding ideas 

Collect recipes and plan weekly meals 

Plan a weekend getaway 

Plan a family event with food and activities 

Get craft ideas 

Plan holiday decorating 

Collect Workout regiments to try  

Plan Christmas gifts 

Create an inspiration board for remodeling your home 

Plan your summer garden 

Prepare for the coming of a baby 

Find great activities for kids 

Find organizational ideas for the home  

Make a career board with job searching tips and best 

practices for your job 

Raise awareness about a topic you care about 
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Here is where you will choose interests to follow. By clicking on each 

‘Follow’ button, you will add that interest to the list of things you follow. 

Pick at least five, you can pick more than five if you want to. Click 

‘Continue’ or ‘Next’. 

The second step is to fill in your name, age, and gender so Pinterest 

can tailor your pins to them. Click ‘Come on in’.  

Add people to follow by importing from Facebook or Twitter. To 

do this for Facebook, click on the “find Facebook friends’ button, 

for Twitter, select ‘Twitter’, and push the same button. You can 

also skip this step and find people later by clicking on ‘skip’. 

At this point, don’t forget to log into your email account and confirm your 

address for Pinterest.  
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What are Pins? 

Pins are visual bookmarks. Each Pin you see on Pinterest links back to the site it came from, so you can learn 
more—like how to make it or where to buy it.  The image below is what it looks like when all pins are com-
bined on the same page. This is the format you will see them in on your home page, on another person’s 
board, or on your own board.  

Boards are where you save your Pins. You can make boards for anything and everything—add pretzel 
recipes to your Recipes board (done!), travel plans to your Going Places board, or watches and clothing 
to your Fashion board. It’s a place to collect items that relate to each other.  

Save your Pins on boards– What are boards? 

 

My Boards 
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When you find a pin you like, choose a board and then click on the “Save” button in the upper right corner.  

Or Click or tap on the picture to enlarge it.  

Pinning and Creating Boards 

When you enlarge the picture, it will look like 

the picture to the right. You can choose the 

board you want to put it in, and then click on 

the save button. You can visit the site (you 

can do this by again clicking or tapping in the 

middle of the picture), send it to a friend, or 

share it on other social media by clicking or 

tapping the  share button. 

 

* To go back, click anywhere outside the pin 

in the grey area, tap the back arrow, or tap 

the X in the right corner. (depends on whether 

you are using the website or the app.) 
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Navigation 

On the website, to get to your profile and boards on the website, 

click on the button that has your name.  

This is your profile. If you need to edit your profile, click the grey pencil button In the top left corner. 

Near your name is the number of people following you, and the number of people you are following. You 

can choose to look at boards or pins. 

After you save, choose 
which board to add it to. Or 
click on the + symbol to  

create a new board.  Fill in 
the information about this 
new board, and click the 
‘Create Board’ button.  

Confirm you want to add it 
to that board. It should now 
be in your collection of 
boards, and each pin in the 
board you placed it in. On 
your profile page, you can 
also click on the + symbol as 
well to create one, on both 
the website and mobile app. 
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You can change any of this  

information in your profile at any 

time. Make sure to click ‘Save Profile’ 

when you finish. 

To change your account settings, or log 

out, click on the gray three dot menu in 

the top right of your profile.  

 Edit Your Profile 

In the account basics, change each 

item to what is comfortable to you. 

You can change your email address 

here, and even edit your profile from 

here as well. 

In the mobile app, tap  ‘Saved’. Here 

you will find your boards as well as any bio 

you posted, and your stats. To edit, tap the 

gear icon in the top right corner to change 

information on your profile, your settings, 

find friends, add payment options for 

buyable pins or to get help.  
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Home Feed 
When you first log in to Pinterest, you’ll see your home feed—it’s a collection of Pins from the people, boards 
and interests you follow, as well as a few Promoted Pins and Pins picked for you. It updates every time 
there’s a new Pin.   

To find topics to browse on the website, click on the menu button  in the top right corner of the search bar. 

You can click on any other topic heading to see those pins as well. Every day they will change as  

people add pins.  On the app, tap on the magnifying glass at the bottom of the page to access the same tools. 

Searching 

Visual Search 

This is a search option when using the Pinterest app on a smartphone. When you use the search bar, to the 

right of the bar is a camera icon, tap the icon. Then use your camera to take a picture of an item around you. 

Pinterest will try to find similar items on boards for you.  
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Create a secret or group board 

You can also make secret boards, if the project’s for a special event and you don't want people to know 
about it yet, make a secret board and reveal it to the world whenever you're ready. 

Create a new board as normal, however, this 

time click on the bar where it says ‘secret’ so 

then it will say Yes. After you click ‘create 

board’, you will be the only person who  can 

see the board, unless you invite someone to 

it. No one who follows you can see it or any of 

the pins. 

Secret 

Adding a Contributor 

You can add a contributor to an existing board, 

so they can pin to YOUR board TOO. Click on the 

board you want, then click the edit pencil in the 

top left corner, a window will open where you 

can add collaborators. Type in their name or 

email and click invite! Remember to save! 

 

 

Click here to delete the board. 
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Other Things to Know:  Move a Pin to a Different Board 

1. Click into the Pin 

2. Click the … button, click on “Report Pin”. 

3. Pick the appropriate report type, then click Next 

4. Pick the reason for your report, then Report Pin 

5. Click Done 

Reporting Inappropriate pins 

1. When you see a pin you want to move, position your mouse cursor over the image until buttons appear at 

the top of the image.  

2. Click the … icon to edit, and a window should open.  

3. Click on the board drop down list and select the board you want to move your pin to. 

4. Click Save. You can also delete the pin entirely by clicking on Delete Pin. 
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Following Friends  

To find friends, on the website use your search bar at the top of the page, or tap search at the bottom of the 

page in the app to make the search bar appear. Type in the name of what or who you are looking for and 

then hit enter or search. Click “Follow” to follow them or “Unfollow” or  

undo and not follow. 

 Pinterest Help Center: https://help.pinterest.com/en 

 Goodwill Community Foundation: http://www.gcflearnfree.org/pinterest 

 How-to-Pinterest Site: http://howtopinterest.net/ 

 We have many books  on Pinterest in our library system, check them out or have someone 

at the help desk or reference desk put one on hold for you! 

Other Resources for Help: 

My Contact Information 

Amanda Brzeszkiewicz 

Library Assistant  

Middleton Public Library 

 

 

amandab@midlibrary.org 

608-827-7403 


