Middleton Public Library
2011 ANNUAL REPORT
Library Director – Pamela K. Westby

Libraries build communities…
In 2011, staff members were pleased to reach out to the community through volunteer
activities that benefited local non-profit organizations including: Wisconsin Public
Television, United Way of Dane County, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Dane County and
Middleton Outreach Ministry. Partnering with other community entities is one way the
library accomplishes its mission.
The Library’s Snow White made a visit to
Middleton’s United Way’s Day of Caring!

…and communities build libraries.
The Middleton Public Library depends solely on Friends of the Middleton Public
Library to provide 100% funding (over $30,000) for its robust programming!

Middleton Public Library also benefits from the work of the Friends of the
Library volunteers and community volunteers through their donation of time
to…

Friends of the Middleton Public Library
book sales provide funding that supports
the Library’s programming budget.

“Great things happen when people
set their minds to it. Dreams come
true. Ideas become results.
Strangers become friends and
allies. Making a difference becomes
a way of life.”
~ Author unknown

•

Organize and sort books for book sales

•

Apply for grants on behalf of the Library

•

Plan and host fundraising events in support of the Library

•

Shelve and help process books, magazines, audios and videos

•

Assist with special events and programs

Friends of the Middleton Public Library is a non-profit, tax-exempt membership
organization open to all. It provides funding and volunteer support for needed
programming, materials, equipment and services as a supplement to City and County
appropriations. Visit the Friends of the Library website at:
http://www.midlibrary.org/friends

Support the Library with your membership or sign up to volunteer!
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Library Offers A Window to Learning…
In 2011, the Middleton Public Library provided experiential learning
opportunities through 565 programs for 19,240 total participants. The
programs targeted families and individuals of all ages, on a wide spectrum
of topics.
The statistical breakdown is as follows:
Age Group

2011

Children’s Programs

437 events / 15,520 attendees

Young Adult Programs

50 events / 2,106 attendees

Adult Programs

78 events / 1,614 attendees

On an average week in 2011,
the Middleton Public Library held
10 events, hosting 370 attendees.

The Youth Services Summer Reading Program events are included in
these figures. During the months of June, July and August, kids of all ages
came together to read, explore, create and learn!
2011 Youth Services Summer Reading Program Statistics
Ages 0-5 years

Ages 5 – 12
years

Ages 12 - 18

Total
Participants

277

1,544

296

3,903

…on a Mosaic of Topics
Knitting

Yoga

Super Heroes

Mock Caldecott

Live Music

Small Business

Book Discussions

Harry Potter

Adventure Club

Gaming

American Girl

Chess Club

Bilingual Storytime

Author Visits

Science

Baby Hour

Readers’ Theatre

Computer Use

Creative Writing

Tiny Tots Storytime

Early Literacy

History

Arts & Crafts

Nature & Ecology

Finances
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“I have always imagined that
Paradise will be a kind of
library.”
~Jorge Luis Borges~
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Cornerstone Library Services

Opening the Door to Technology…

Even with today’s digital and electronic resources,
Middleton Public Library’s two cornerstone services

•

Technology Related Classes: Last year, the Middleton

remains the same as they were 10 years ago - books and a

Public Library offered classes for adults on the following

welcoming environment with comfortable furnishings for

topics: * Facebook * EBay * Twitter * eReader devices *

study, research and reading.

…books

Microsoft Excel * OverDrive * Navigating the new LINKcat *
Blogging * Website design for small business * Skype * PC

In 2011 the library owned 91,797 books and serials in

Maintenance * Picasa * PC Backup * NewsBank.

print. Still the most popular format, books accounted for

•

approximately 58% of the library’s total circulation of

RFID (Radio Frequency Identification): In 2011, staff

completed phase II of the conversion to RFID for checkout

769,064.

& checkin. One benefit to library users is that returned

Middleton Public Library’s 2011 annual operating

items are checked in more quickly, making books, movies

budget was $1,739,366, which means the average

and other library materials more readily available on

circulation cost was only $2.26 per item.

… and building

library shelves!

•

Electronic Databases: Middleton Public Library added

The library facility was built in 1990 and was last

more databases, including remote access from anywhere

remodeled in 2004. The 32,000 square foot two-story

and anytime to Value Line, Consumer Reports, and

building features prairie-style architecture and includes

NewsBank.

two meeting rooms for public use. The four study rooms,

•

quiet reading room and reading spaces are in high demand

eBook Collection: Wisconsin Public Libraries and

every day of the week. With an annual visitor count of

Wisconsin Regional Library Systems agreed to pool

368,396, library traffic averaged 105 visitors per hour

together over $1 million to increase OverDrive book titles

during 2011.

for 2012!
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Mission Statement
Is to make a positive difference in the
quality of life in our community by…

Library Board of Trustees:
Rusty Shoemaker-Allen, President
Stephanie Hammes, Vice President

 offering a safe and welcoming environment in an
aesthetically pleasing and conveniently organized
facility;

Chris Clay, Secretary
Joan Gillman

 supplying free and open access to knowledge and
information, and the diversity of ideas to all, while
protecting the privacy of library patrons;

Jill Kubiak
Anne Irish
Steve Soeteber,
School District Representative

 meeting the informational, educational, and
recreational needs of the community through
information collections, resources, programming and
outreach; and

Gurdip Brar,
City Council Representative

 providing highly competent library staff members to
assist, guide, and instruct the public in the use of
library resources and information gathering.

Over 20 Years of Growth – A Vibrant Middleton Public Library
Library Service Data
Books owned: hardcover & paperback
Electronic Books & Downloadables owned

Audiovisual materials owned
Magazines subscriptions
Annual circulation
Internet access computers
Fulltime-equivalent staff
Annual hours of operation
Annual budget
City of Middleton share of the budget
Dane County share of the budget

1990

2003

2011

43,416

65,636

91,797

1990-2011 % increase

0

0

18,564



2,687

13,918

24,275

+803%

+111%

200

284

292

+46%

255,011

523,796

769,064

+201%

0

10

50

10.0

15.5

22.1


+121%

3,016

3,528

3,520

$358,825

$987,280

$1,777,878

+395%

+16.7%

$301,620 (84% of the budget)

$621,571 (63% of the budget)

$ 1,043,814 (59% of the budget)

+246%

$57,205 (16% of the budget)

$365,709 (37% of the budget)

$ 734,064 (41% of the budget)

+1,183%

