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A YEAR IN SNAPSHOTS
1

Local poet Andy
Gricevich
performed "Poetry
While You Wait"
during the library's
90th Anniversary
celebration week in
April.

2

Over 700 people
received viewing
glasses for the
library's Eclipse
Viewing Party on
August 17th.

3

Mark Moran,
antiques expert,
appraised items at
the ever-popular
"What's It Worth?"
event.

4

The Friends of the
Middleton Public
Library sponsored
a new mural by
artist Alicia Rheal in
the children's area.

5

Over 500
participants and 26
volunteers
participated in the
Unity Project, a
collaborative
outdoor art
installation.

6

Budding rockstars
learned the basics
of guitar at
the How-To Teen
MakerFaire.
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CELEBRATING 90
YEARS IN 2017
After 90 years of service, the momentum hasn’t stopped! The Middleton Public
Library continues to be a place of culture, connection, and life-long learning.
2017 was another exceptional year of public library service. These efforts shine
through record high usage statistics, extraordinary community engagement,
smart financial development, and innovative partnerships.
In 2017, the library upgraded access to WiFi after use skyrocketed by 56% over
2016. 389 community groups used the Archer Meeting Room and the demand
for study room space continued to boom with a 54% increase over the previous
year. And, the library experienced a record number of 367,266 total visitors!

JOCELYNE SANSING,
LIBRARY DIRECTOR

The Youth Services Department welcomed several new staff and expanded
storytime offerings. Engaging programs like the Teen Scavenger Hunt, How-To
MakerFaire, Teen Band Night, and Young Entrepreneurs Craft Fair facilitated
the exchange of skills and supported professional development. In partnership
with the Middleton-Cross Plains Area School District, the library and PAC hosted
Young Adult author Meredith Russo.
2017 Outreach efforts also demonstrated the library’s collaborative approach to
creating sustainable partnerships. The first annual Greenway Station Play Date
event kicked off in June with a crowd of 500. Outreach staff visited KEVA for a
Spring Into Stories storytime and indoor play date event. The third annual
Swing Into a Good Book collaborative event with Middleton-Cross Plains Area
School District saw an almost tripling of attendance this year. Splash Pad visits
increased in participation and resulted in more summer reading sign-ups and
fewer kids experiencing the summer literacy slide. New initiatives like special
storytime events for adults at the Artisan Senior Living memory care facility
supported our dementia- friendly community.
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The Technical Services Department added over 19,000 new library items in
2017 and the library checked-out 726,945 total items. This is an 8% increase in
circulation over last year. Combined check-out and check-in of 2,065,289 items
sustained Middleton’s position as the busiest library in the South Central
Library System. Working together, the Circulation and Information Technology
Departments created an online card registration form that improves and
extends access to online resources. Upgraded self-checks and behind-thescenes automation enhanced accessibility and overall user experience.
The Scholar’d for Life lecture series, now in its second year, continued its
success. The library hosted five professors and academics to share their favorite
lectures, with total attendance over 700 people. Public response has been
enthusiastic, with five more lectures planned for 2018. The library again hosted
live music as part of the Greater Madison Jazz Consortium’s “Strollin’
Middleton” Jazz Festival. Over 500 people of all ages attended and danced in
the library after hours! The Music & Memory Program, in which the library loans
iPods with personalized playlists to members of the community living with
dementia and other memory disorders, continued to gain interest. As part of this
effort, the library collaborated with the Senior Center and Clark St. Community
School for a first-of- its-kind inter-generational project, which had high school
students interviewing seniors in order to build playlists for them.
Lack of physical space continues to be one of the biggest challenges for the
library. Through creative use of indoor and outdoor space, the library offered
innovative experiences through the UNITY Project, National Library Week live
music, and the hugely successful Solar Eclipse Viewing Party.
Lastly, the Library Board of Trustees strengthened and diversified the library’s
revenue options in 2017 by joining the South Central Library System
Foundation. This is separate from the library’s endowment fund, which is held
by the Madison Community Foundation. The Library Board of Trustees and the
Friends of the Library Board held its first joint board retreat in November. The
purpose of the day was to get to know each other and to build relationships as
individuals and as boards, thereby building capacity for collaborative planning
and strategic fundraising.
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In 2017, combined check-out and check-in of
2,065,289 items sustained Middleton’s position as
the busiest library in the South Central Library System.

ONCE UPON
A TIME...

Tie-dye fun at an
outreach event at the
Youth Center and a
proud new library card
holder!
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BEHIND THE

SCENES
“A LIBRARY IN THE
MIDDLE OF A
COMMUNITY IS A CROSS
BETWEEN AN EMERGENCY
EXIT, A LIFE-RAFT AND A
FESTIVAL. THEY ARE
CATHEDRALS OF THE
MIND; HOSPITALS OF THE
SOUL; THEME PARKS OF
THE IMAGINATION. ON A
COLD RAINY ISLAND, THEY
ARE THE ONLY
SHELTERED PUBLIC
SPACES WHERE YOU ARE
NOT A CONSUMER, BUT A
CITIZEN INSTEAD.”
-CAITLIN MORAN, AUTHOR

SUPPORT
Help your library continue to grow!
Please visit the library's NEW
support page for resources on:
Friends of the Library
Endowment Fund
Library Foundation
Amazon Smile
Library Advocacy
WHAT'S IN YOUR BAG?
Thanks to this young patron for
sharing her handmade tote with us,
which features her favorite Middleton
Public Library spots!!

WWW.MIDLIBRARY.ORG/SUPPORT

