
 
 

August 2014 Report 
Presented at the September 9, 2014 Library Board Meeting 

 

1. STATISTICS   

 
Circulation:  

  Adult  YA  Juv.  Total  Year to Date 

2014  35,522  4,496  22,955  62,973  495,494 

2013  39,512  5,031  25,477  70,020  530,582 

2012  39,867  5,376  25,450  70,693  533,753 
 (2013-14 +/-)         (-7%)   

     

Self-Service checkouts: 

  ITG  ITG#2       ITG#3  Total  % of total circ 

2014  11,867  8,127  9,667  29,661  47.1% 

2013  14,331  12,806  5,459  32,596  46.6% 

2012  13,631  12,383  4,958  30,972  43.8% 

 

Library cards issued:  

   Adult Juv. Sr. Org. Total 

2014   107 56 6  169 

2013   126  6 3  135 

2012   115 35 1  141 

 

 

LINK holds:   

  Loaned to Borrowed from 

2014  20,469  18,297 

2013  18,973  19,121 

2012  19,124  18,157 

 

Walk-in laptop WI-FI access sessions: 

2014  757 

2013  664 

 

 

Miscellaneous:  

  ILL Visits  Study rooms use  Fax 

2014 55 31,424  557 Hours / 417 Bookings 85 sessions    221 pgs    

2013 58 33,468  568.75 Hours / 411 Bookings 76 sessions    185 pgs 

2014  83 33,735  510 hrs. / 364 bookings  78 sessions     215 pgs 
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Social Media 

 

Facebook  (Total Likes)       

Main Library Page                  1,203 

Let’s Talk About Texts            327 

Twitter  (Total Followers)     400 

Flickr (Total Views)               192,779 

YouTube (Total Views)         1,374 

 

 

Notify Me (Messages Sent) 

 Adult Services  5 

 Children’s Services 17 

 Friends  2 

 Library Board  2 

 Library News  2 

 Teen Services  4 
 

 

2. LIBRARY PROGRAMS / TOURS / PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

 

Date Program Attendance 

8/1/2014  
WPTV Get Up & Go (DIY) : Demonstrator, Svetha, Erin (SLIS Practicum 
Student), Shawn B (SCLS), Amy (Monona PL), Krissy (MPL), Kelly (Oregon)   

1000  

8/1/2014  

Bubble Wonders : Demonstrator, Geoff Akins 

  

78  

8/2/2014  Bilingual Storytime : Demonstrator, Katy Shannon   13  

8/2/2014  
Body Science : Demonstrator, Svetha w/ Megan, Grace, and Jean 
(volunteers)   

46  

8/4/2014  Pajama Storytime - Bedtime : Demonstrator, Svetha   8  

8/4/2014  Seeing Stars: Indoor Planetarium : Demonstrator, Paul Kinzer   40  

8/5/2014  Toddler Storytime : Demonstrator, Amy   28  

8/5/2014  Geocaching 101 : Demonstrator, Marilyn Sallee   20  

8/5/2014  Toddler Storytime : Demonstrator, Amy   24  

8/6/2014  
Mixed-Age Storytime - Camping : Demonstrator, Erin (SLIS Practicum 
Student)   

20  

8/6/2014  
Mixed Age Storytime - Camping : Demonstrator, Erin (SLIS Practicum 
Student)   

28  

http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5524
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5525
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5526
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5527
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5528
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5529
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5530
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5531
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5537
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5532
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5533
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8/6/2014  

Bring A Book To Life : Demonstrator, Children's Theater of Madison 

   

29  

8/7/2014  Baby & Tiny Tots Storytime : Demonstrator, Svetha   20  

8/7/2014  Baby & Tiny Tots Storytime : Demonstrator, Svetha   25  

8/7/2014  Techno Minutes : Demonstrator, RL   1  

8/8/2014  Bilingual Spanish-English Storytime : Demonstrator, Katy   22  

8/9/2014  Techno Minutes : Demonstrator, RL   1  

8/11/2014  Pajama Storytime - Hands : Demonstrator, Svetha   8  

8/12/2014  Toddler Storytime : Demonstrator, Amy   16  

8/12/2014  Toddler Storytime : Demonstrator, Amy   28  

8/12/2014  
Sunset Ridge Elementary School Information Day : Demonstrator, 
Svetha   

200  

8/13/2014  Mixed-Age Storytime - Hands : Demonstrator, Svetha   36  

8/13/2014  Mixed Age Storytime -Hands : Demonstrator, Svetha   20  

8/13/2014  
Northside Elementary Information/Registration Day : Demonstrator, 
Sally, Amy, Svetha   

200  

8/14/2014  Baby & Tiny Tots Storytime : Demonstrator, Svetha   22  

8/14/2014  Baby & Tiny Tots Storytime : Demonstrator, Svetha   32  

8/14/2014  Movie Matinee - Frozen : Demonstrator, Svetha   63  

8/14/2014  Techno Minutes : Demonstrator, RL   1  

8/15/2014  Kromrey Open House : Demonstrator, Barbara, Brendan, Katie   500  

8/18/2014  Bilingual Spanish-English Storytime : Demonstrator, Katy Shannon   18  

8/18/2014  Multilingual Mondays: Japanese : Demonstrator, Akemi Turner   7  

8/19/2014  La Petite Academy Camp Visit : Demonstrator, Svetha   50  

http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5534
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5535
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5536
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5538
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5541
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5540
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5542
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5543
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5544
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5545
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5546
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5547
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5548
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5549
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5550
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5551
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5552
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5553
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5554
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5556
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5555
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8/20/2014  

Parent-Child Yoga : Demonstrator, Jamie Gepner 

  

28  

8/20/2014  ADult Creative Writing Group : Demonstrator, Kathy Steffen   9  

8/21/2014  Special Edition Storytime : Demonstrator, Communication Innovations   76  

8/21/2014  Techno Minutes : Demonstrator, RL   2  

8/21/2014  

Makerspace: Geek Crafty : Demonstrator, Rebecca V. 

  

8  

8/21/2014  Introduction to Audacity : Demonstrator, Chip VanDan   15  

8/22/2014  United Way Day of Caring : Demonstrator, RL, JAR, SVH   90  

8/23/2014  
Good Neighbor Festival : Demonstrator, RL, SW, LE, Joan Gillman (library 
board)   

200  

8/26/2014  
Elm Lawn Elementary School Back to School Night : Demonstrator, 
Svetha & Lisa (summer page)   

50  

8/27/2014  Kids Yoga : Demonstrator, Jamie Gepner   22  

8/28/2014  
West Middleton Elementary School Back to School Night : 
Demonstrator, Svetha & Amy   

53  

http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5557
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5565
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5558
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5559
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5560
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5564
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5566
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5567
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5568
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5569
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5570
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8/30/2014  

Teen SRP Picnic Finale : Demonstrator, Bands: Flash Drive, Lewis St. Band 

(Rebecca V.)   

60  

      

  Number of Programs / Total Attendance   

  Children's 32 / 2323 

  Teens 3 / 75 

  Adults 9 / 819 

  Grand Total  44 / 3217 

  DIY/Passive Program Total  1 / 1000 

 

 

3. LIBRARY EXHIBITS 

 

Exhibit Case: Madison Community Montessori School Art Rails: Ernie Pellegrino, 
Oil Paintings 

 

 

http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=5571
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4. STAFF DEVELOPMENT:  MEETINGS & CONTINUING EDUCATION 

 

Date Staff Title 

8/4/2014  
Participants shall 
remain 
anonymous  

Trivia Questions Writing   

8/5/2014  
Participants shall 
remain 
anonymous  

Trivia Questions   

8/7/2014  Pamela  Business Process Optimization   

8/7/2014  Pamela (for Jim)  Dementia Friendly Community Ribbon-cutting   

8/13/2014  Svetha  4K Principal Meeting   

8/14/2014  Pamela  Director Lunch   

8/15/2014  
Pamela, Mary 
Holbrook   

Arts Committee - Partnership   

8/18/2014  Pamela  Assessing Library Facility Needs in the 21st Century   

8/18/2014  Anonymous   Trivia Questions   

8/22/2014  Pamela and Jim  Trivia Planning Meeting   

8/25/2014  
Pamela and 
Jenny  

Middleton's Local Author Festival   

8/25/2014  
Pamela and Mary 
Holbrook  

Community Canvases - Silent 

Auction   

8/27/2014  
Rebecca V., 
Svetha H., Amy P.  

Meeting with Robyn Acker, "I am Author, I am Artist" class   

8/28/2014  Rebecca V.  

Meeting with HS teacher Chris Reinke  

  

   

 

http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/dev_detail.asp?ID=3156
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/dev_detail.asp?ID=3157
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/dev_detail.asp?ID=3151
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/dev_detail.asp?ID=3152
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/dev_detail.asp?ID=3153
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/dev_detail.asp?ID=3155
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/dev_detail.asp?ID=3154
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/dev_detail.asp?ID=3158
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/dev_detail.asp?ID=3159
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/dev_detail.asp?ID=3162
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/dev_detail.asp?ID=3160
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/dev_detail.asp?ID=3161
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/dev_detail.asp?ID=3161
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/dev_detail.asp?ID=3163
http://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/dev_detail.asp?ID=3164
http://www.mcpasd.k12.wi.us/mhs/
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5. DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

   

During the month of August 2014, Middleton Public Library checked out 62,973 items, bringing 

the year-to date total to 495,494 items.  Compared to 2013’s YTD circulation figure of 530,582 

items, we experienced a downturn of -6.61%, which is the lowest August YTD circulation figure 

since 2007 (of 490,988 items).  Sluggish to no increases in the circulation of physical items are 

not unique to Middleton Public Library, but a nation-wide trend.  This chart shows the county-

wide circulation figures, with most libraries reporting a YTD circulation decrease in 2014. 

 

Dane County Library 
Circulation  

August 2014 YTD 
CKO 

PREVIOUS YTD 
CKO 

 % CHANGE 
YTD CKO 

 Middleton             495,494             530,582  -6.61% 
 Sun Prairie             448,980             480,303  -6.52% 
 Verona             394,731             413,279  -4.49% 
 DeForest             273,999             292,148  -6.21% 
 Fitchburg             265,671             270,434  -1.76% 
 Oregon             194,843             201,620  -3.36% 
 Stoughton             188,189             195,117  -3.55% 
 Waunakee             167,936             181,396  -7.42% 
 Monona             167,483             196,895  -14.94% 
 Mount Horeb             149,831             146,214  2.47% 
 McFarland             143,000             154,067  -7.18% 
 Dane County             103,276             104,166  -0.85% 
 Cross Plains                64,960                71,331  -8.93% 
 Bellville                55,948                58,763  -4.79% 
 Cambridge                40,535                44,748  -9.41% 
 Deerfield                35,503                38,476  -7.73% 
 Marshall                33,883                40,464  -16.26% 
 Black Earth                25,410                25,361  0.19% 
 Mazomanie                21,115                22,821  -7.48% 
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Library sponsored programming, on the other hand, continues to play a major role in the 

community.  The number of programs and events that we sponsored in 2013 increased by 28% 

compared to 2008 (675 to 527, respectively); and the number of participates spiked by 29% in 

2013 compared to 2008 (20,348 to 15,655 respectively). 

Library Sponsored Programs and Events: 

Total             

 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 
YTD 

8-2014 

527 569 558 565 565 675 484 

Attendees at Library Sponsored Programs and Events: 

Total             

 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 
YTD 

8-2014 

15655 15065 16782 19240 19240 20348 18037 

 

During the month of August, we look to plans for 2015 with a Read Together Middleton – 

community reads program, the announcement of a Middleton Public 

Library Media Maker Lab, community events such as Scan Days and 

a community art project.  We continue to listen and respond to 

suggestions and requests from the general public and expand our 

visibility and impact through partnerships and collaborations. 
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6.    LIBRARIAN’S REPORTS 

 

 

 
Patrick Williams, Head of Information Technology 

 

An online event registration applet was created.  It allows staff to set up a patron registration list 

online, and will be set up to send email reminders.  Staff can also choose if they wish patrons to 

sign themselves up for events online. 

 

Due to popular demand, additional PC Tablets were acquired and set up for patron checkout.  

The tablets are pre-configured and set up with our ebook and emagzine service, for less hassle 

for patrons.  They have pre-loaded books and magazines as well.  Patrons can use the tablet 

however they wish, and are specially configured to reset to our default settings, wiping any 

changes, when the device is reset. 

 

The Archer room laptop was replaced with a new touchscreen PC laptop.  It is used by staff and 

presenters for library programs.  The old laptop had a bad internal battery charger.  Two staff 

laptops were also replaced and set up, replacing aged ones.  
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Photo courtesy of Teen Photo Contest 

 

Rebecca Van Dan, Head of Young Adult Services 

 

Programming: This month we had a great presenter on Japanese language and culture, 

taught teens some basic sewing skills and how to create an electrical circuit for our 

Makerspace: Geek Crafty event, and completed our Teen Summer Reading Program with a 

Picnic Finale, which included games, food, prizes, the drawing for our Grand Prize Reading 

winners, and two live teen bands. We also finished putting together our annual book 

compilation of writing, drawing, and photography contest submissions this month and 

announced the winners at the Picnic.   Our total registration for the Teen SRP this year was 255 

participants. 

 

Outreach: We coordinated this month with high school teachers to schedule library visits in 

September for incoming freshmen to give a tour of the library’s resources and promote 

obtaining library cards.   We also ordered wrench earbud wraps with the library logo toward this 

purpose as library card promos and coordinated dates for the fall Lunch Bunch visits. Svetha, 

Amy, and I were also contacted by a high school teacher regarding a class she will be teaching 

this fall, and have been asked to present 3 sessions as well as prepare 2 carts of books relating 

to course objectives. 

 

Supervision: Many of our Library Page II-YS subs have been fortunate this month in finding 

full-time professional positions, and with our reinforcements low, Svetha and I posted the 

position and will be interviewing in Sept. to find replacement YS subs.  Kathy and I met this 

month and discussed training on two databases that should be helpful in terms of more colorful 

signage/displays.  Kathy has been working on the humor collection, took down the SRP 

decorations at the end of the month and has assisted in finding titles on specific subjects for 

school visits and coordinating with volunteers to help with special events.  We’ve had a lot of 

turnover in terms of teen volunteers this month, and are working on training new volunteers and 

creating an updated fall volunteer schedule. 
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Displays: Amazing Audiobooks, Books from the Bottom (shelf), Hot Summer Titles, Get Real, 

Unpredictable Books 

 

 

    
Sarah Hartman, Head of Technical Services 

 

Much was accomplished in Technical Services this month in addition to the usual collection 

development and maintenance; ordering, cataloging, and processing; and reference desk work. 

 

We prepared a number of brand new quilting books to send to the Quilting Expo in September. 

 Quilting Expo attendees will be able to check out these new books, and once returned they will 

have plenty of holds to fill (many were not previously available in LINKcat).  It is a great way to 

market our collection and focus on developing a specific area. 

 

Vijaya, Kathy H., and I worked on a new report that lists items that have had a mending, AV 

repair, or damaged status for more than six months.  Some items on the report had 

unfortunately had this status for many years.  These are either items that were repaired and 

then never checked in before reshelving (21 items) or items that were discarded and never 

marked as withdrawn in the catalog (235 items).  It took a lot of time to clean up the collection 

based on this report, but it was well worth it. 

 

I also participated in three meetings to develop trivia questions for the next Beyond the Page 

trivia event. 

 

Our new disc repair machine was working perfectly for the first month, but it started giving an 

error message and was unusable for over a week this month as I worked with RTI tech support 

to diagnose the problem, get a new part sent, and install that new part on the machine.  It 

should not have failed so soon, but hopefully from now on it will work properly.  We were able to 

catch up quickly on the backlog of discs to be repaired after I replaced the part, and we are 

back on track with our project to buff all discs in the University on the Go collection.  We have 
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discovered that many of the University on the Go discs are badly scratched, so this is an 

important way to maintain the popular (and expensive) collection. 

 

In social media news, Jason reports that this month we passed 400 followers on Twitter! 

 

   
Svetha Hetzler, Head of Children’s Services 

 
Our summer reading program wrapped up this month and many patrons appreciated that our program 

ran until the end of August.  We’ll have the data on participation after the Labor Day weekend. 

 

We wrapped up our summer storytimes on August 14th and offered several other programs including 

Body Science, Movie Matinee, “Bubble Wonders” with Geoff Akins, “Bring a Book to Life” with CTM, 

Parent & Child Yoga, Kids Yoga, and Storytime with Communication Innovations.   

 

I also did quite a bit of outreach this month including a visit to La Petite Academy’s Daycamp.  We also 

made visits to registration and back to school nights at Sunset Ridge, Northside, Elm Lawn, and West 

Middleton Elementary Schools.  Amy Perry accompanied me at Northside and West Middleton and Lisa 

Figge came with me to Elm Lawn.   

 

UW-Madison SLIS student, Erin Look completed her practicum under my supervision this month and 

began her position as a substitute on our help desk.  I’m really happy that she will continue to be part of 

our Youth Services team! 

 

I had several meetings with outside agencies looking to collaborate with the Middleton Public Library.  I 

met with Kari Gault, 4K Principal at the MCPASD.  She has invited me to the 4K teachers Professional 

Development Day in September.  I also was able to attend the United Way Day of Caring with Rebecca 

Light and Jim Ramsey.  Megan Meyer, Assistant Director of Public Lands for Recreation, is working on 

creating a few programs at the Hubbard Arts Center that would include a storytime component.  We 

have two events scheduled for later this year.  I also met with Elizabeth Sexton from 4C (Community 

Coordinated Care).  She is looking to have libraries as a site where families can pick up Ages and Stages 

Questionnaires.  Currently, a few Madison Public Libraries have them available.   
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All the 1000 Books Before Kindergarten promotional materials are in and assembled.  I’m looking 

forward to the kick-off party next month! 

 

Sally Wood assembled our DIY table, featuring sports themed activities this month.  Sally also posted 

Facebook messages and created posters for upcoming events. She also created an additional book 

display: “The Dog Days of Summer”.  Sally represented the library with Rebecca Light at this year’s Good 

Neighbor Festival.    

 

In collection development, I ordered more award winning books using our special funds and ordered 

more Playaway Views.  They have been very popular addition to our AV collection. 

 

I’ve also been contacted by two elementary schools for our Katie’s Kids 2
nd

 grade field trips.  So far 

Northside and Sunset Ridge will be visiting the library in October.     

 

 
Amy Perry, Youth Services Librarian 

 
August has been another busy work month for me.  We hosted a successful indoor planetarium ‘tween 

program in support of the Summer Reading Club as well as a fun geocaching program in collaboration 

with Jenny Carr from adult services.  I think both of these science based programs add a nice bit of 

diversity to the regular programming calendar. 

 

I continued to weed the juvenile collection for damaged and worn out paperbacks which also means I 

purchased a lot of replacement paperback titles.  I also worked hard to improve our series offerings so 

they’re as complete as possible.  Last week, I went through the juvenile fiction weeding report and 

withdrew hardcover titles that haven’t circulated in at least a year, often longer. 

 

Toddler storytimes happened in August with the last one of the summer season taking place on August 

12th.  I continue to receive compliments on my storytime style, which is always great to hear. The Fall 

storytime schedule will resume the week of September 8th. 



 
 

 14 

 

 

The Katie’s Kids 2nd grade visits are starting to gear up.  All letters to 2nd grade teachers and school 

principals went out which means Svetha and I are starting to get responses from those teachers who 

are interested in a field trip to the library.  Likewise, back to school and information days at the area 

schools have begun and I have attended two in August.  First was Sunset Ridge Elementary School on 

August 12
th

 with approximately 200 visitors to our table and the second is at West Middleton 

Elementary School on August 27
th

.   

 

I continue to be the liaison for the library with the Middleton Times Tribune. My first article was 

published in the paper last Thursday.   

 

The Summer Reading club will end on Saturday, August 30
th

.  So far, there have been 269 ‘tweens who 

have completed the reading program!  

 

 
Jim Ramsey, Head of Adult Services 

 
August is our slowest month in terms of adult programming, but we still managed to hold a successful 

technology class on Audacity, the open-source audio editing software.  Both book discussion groups—

Jenny’s Thursday morning group and Let’s Talk About Texts—took the month off and will return in 

September.  I spent a lot of time this month planning and preparing  program publicity for the months 

ahead, which should be among the busiest we’ve had all year. 

 

I’ve started training our newest Page II - Substitute, Shauna Koszegi.  Shauna also works at MPL-Central 

at the computer help desk, so she’s already familiar with much of what we do on our reference desk.  

And prior to working at the Central Library, she was a Page at Madison Public Library’s Monroe Street 

branch, which means she’s already well-versed in the Koha ILS.  She should be a quick study and will be 

working the reference desk solo in a couple of weeks. 

 

I’ve also spent a lot of time this month writing trivia questions for the Third Annual Dane County 

Libraries Trivia Night.  A team of Middleton staff—including myself, Rebecca L, Sarah H, Katie A, Jenny, 

and Pamela—has been compiling the questions, editing them for clarity, making sure there is only one 

correct answer, etc.  The trivia night event will take place on Saturday, October 11th at the Central 

Library in downtown Madison.  As with past trivia nights, all proceeds will benefit the Beyond the Page 
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Campaign.  Rebecca L. and I plan to volunteer as judges/scorers. 

 

Speaking of Beyond the Page, I continue to attend meetings of the campaign’s Library Action Team, 

which is busy planning the Gala Celebration at the Sun Prairie Public Library to mark the completion of 

the fundraising campaign.  The celebration will take place on Saturday, September 13th; Rebecca, 

Pamela and I will volunteer at the event. 

 

Also in Beyond the Page news: I have been nominated to continue my work on the Beyond the Page 

Fund Oversight Committee, the body responsible for reviewing grant applications and allocating funds 

for humanities programming to Dane County Libraries.  I have enjoyed working on the committee for 

the last two years in my role as Vice-Chair and I look forward to at least a few more years serving in that 

capacity (My current term runs through 2017). 

 

As I’ve mentioned in past months, I continue to work on creating a weeding schedule for the adult non-

fiction collection. Essentially, this involves breaking the collection into manageable pieces and assigning 

weeding responsibilities to members of the reference team.  I’ve tried to make this process as 

collaborative as possible by asking all members of the reference team to choose which sections they 

feel comfortable weeding.  For a variety of reasons, we have been purchasing a larger number of adult 

non-fiction titles in recent years, and weeding will continue to be a priority in the years to come. 

   

 
Brendan Faherty, Head of Circulation 

 
August brings about the end of summer, and with that, a bit of a downturn in volume in the Circulation 

Department.  As patrons take vacations and the Summer Reading Program winds down, Circulation 

numbers tend to dip a bit compared to the busy summer months.  That being said, we are still busy 

training new staff, both at the desk (new Page IIs Kate Wilmot and Travis Mueller) and in the back room, 

where we have three new Page Is (Jenny Hiorns, Karlyn Spevacek, and Rebecca Stigler).  We are grateful 

and excited to have so many new faces as part of our team!  We said good-bye and good luck to a 

couple of our Teen Page Is, Kate Javenkoski and Grace Schjonberg, who are both headed off to college 

this fall. 

 

We wrapped up the Ambassador Pilot program in the middle of the month.  Overall, I think it was a 
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great success, and certainly something I would like to continue on a regular basis at some point.  Over 

the course of 38 days (with three hours per day), the Ambassadors answered 619 questions.  The 

majority of those were Directional and/or Informational, while just a few were Equipment or 

Technology related.  I was a little surprised that we did not get more Technology-type questions, 

especially since the Ambassadors really tried to promote our Tablets and online resources, but that may 

change, should we decide to continue the program.  The program was popular with children and adults 

alike, and provided a unique interactive experience for many patrons that the library had not offered 

before. 

 

Self-check usage continues to remain strong, with nearly 30,000 items circulated in August.  Middleton 

patrons had over 7,600 sessions on the three self-check machines in August, or nearly 300 per day.  I 

think it speaks highly of our front-line Circulation staff that so many of our patrons are comfortable 

using the Self-check machines.  Staff have continued to instruct and work with patrons and the self-

check machines remain a vital component of our overall Circulation efficiency. 

 

The CD of the Month Club has grown to 18 members and feedback has been enthusiastic.  One patron 

who recently joined went so far as to praise us on her Facebook page, writing,  

“The Middleton Public Library has this sweet program where you can fill out a short form with 

your musical preferences and then each month staff will hand-pick a CD just for you.  I got The 

Slow Wonder by A.C.Newman…The album was new to me and uncannily spot-on.” 

Hopefully, patrons continue to enjoy this service and share their positive experiences with others! 

 

Finally, Jason Boak and I have started the inaugural Middleton Public Library Fantasy Football League, as 

yet another way for library staff to engage and interact with patrons in a non-traditional context.  We 

opened the league up to library patrons and got a terrific response.  We have 14 teams in our league for 

this season (a great number for our first try), and held a live, in-person draft on Tuesday, September 2nd. 

 It was great to meet everyone in person and both Jason and I expect the season to be a lot of fun.  We 

plan to have one or two more gatherings of the entire league to maintain those personal connections 

throughout the NFL season. 

 

7.    OTHER LIBRARY RELATED NEWS 

The Beyond the Page Celebration for donors and supports is set for September at Sun Prairie 

Public Library. 

The County-wide Trivia Event is scheduled for October 11
th
 at Madison Central Library. 
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Dane County Library  

Resolution Requesting City of Middleton Exemption from County Library Tax 
 

 

2013 levy rate 
 

2014  
Equalized Value 

2014 levy/   
2015 budget 2014 

 
0.00039715 

 

Minimum to Municipal  

   

exempt from Appropriation 

   

co. library tax A/T 2013 

LIBRARY        Annual Report 

Belleville 
 

177,494,200 $70,492 $215,560 

Black Earth 
 

102,421,100 $40,677 $94,821 

Cambridge 
 

128,356,800 $50,977 $69,500 

Cross Plains 
 

337,208,000 $133,923 $234,575 

Deerfield 
 

168,019,400 $66,729 $128,213 

Deforest 
 

762,942,100 $303,004 $439,014 

Edgerton 
 

292,104,500 $116,010 
 Fitchburg 

 
2,467,308,900 $979,898 $1,557,433 

Madison 
 

22,159,335,200 $8,800,632 $14,513,083 

Marshall 
 

159,629,200 $63,397 $174,000 

Mazomanie 
 

135,995,500 $54,011 $84,739 

Mcfarland 
 

737,338,800 $292,836 $392,639 

Middleton 
 

2,429,497,400 $964,881 $1,068,395 

Monona 
 

976,533,900 $387,833 $462,655 

Mount Horeb 
 

579,081,000 $229,983 $420,000 

Oregon 
 

875,860,600 $347,850 $460,404 

Stoughton 
 

886,512,800 $352,081 $532,178 

Sun Prairie 
 

2,306,992,500 $916,228 $1,188,309 

Verona 
 

1,523,095,300 $604,901 $664,424 

Waunakee 
 

1,356,317,300 $538,665 $639,318 

 

 

http://www.dcls.info/
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8. AGENDA ITEMS 

  

 

The proposed Advocacy, Sponsorship, Corporate Sponsorship, and Public Comment 

Policies were sent to the city attorney for review and comment. 

 

Proposed 2015 Closing Dates: 
 
Thursday, January 1   New Year’s Day 
January __?    Staff In-service 
Sunday, April 5   Easter 
Sunday, May 24   Closed Sundays until 9/6 
Monday, May 25   Memorial Day 
Saturday, July 4   Independence Day 
Monday, September 7  Labor Day 
Wednesday, November 25  Day before Thanksgiving Close at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, November 26  Thanksgiving Day 
Friday, November 27   Day after Thanksgiving Day 
Thursday, December 24  Christmas Eve 
Friday, December 25   Christmas Day 
Thursday, December 31  New Year’s Eve Day  
Friday, January 1, 2015  New Year’s Day 
 


