
 

 
 

February 2019 Report 
Presented at the March 13, 2018 Library Board Meeting 

 
 

1. STATISTICS   

 
Circulation: Adult  YA  Juv.  Total  Year to Date 
2019  31,343  2,693  22,140  56,176  116,954 
2018  31,857  3,031  20,829  55,717  117,659 
2017  32,700  2,910  21,494  57,104  118,379 
 

Self-Service checkouts: 
  Unit 1  Unit 2  Unit 3  Mobile    Total  % of total 
2019  11,723  5,860  10,494    87    28,164 50.1% 
2018  14,489  7,806  4,497  122    26,914 48.3%   
2017  12,368  6,205  7,773        26,346 46.1% 

 
Library cards issued: Adult Juv. Sr. Online  Total Volunteer Hours 
2019      73   10 5 21  109 10 vol./43 hrs. 
2018      77   18 4 26  125 
2017      80   14  3 0      97 
 
Interagency loans: 
  To Other LINK libraries  Borrow from other LINK libraries 
2019  17,557     19,685 
2018  18,146     17,856 
2017  19,096     18,109 
                    
Other:   ILL Visits  Study rooms use  Walk-in WI-FI      FAX 
2019   88 24,816  595.25 Hrs - 383 Bookings 10,467 sessions  56 users / 300 pgs 
2018   52 26,448  544.25 Hrs - 384 Bookings 8,250 sessions     61 users / 192 pgs 
2017   59 28,464  580.75 Hrs - 393 Bookings  6,070 sessions     44 users / 155 pgs 
 
Public Computer Usage: 
Number of Days Open: 28 
Total Sessions: 8,273 
Total hours Used:  9,036 
Total Printed Sides: 11,500 B&W / 744 color 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 1 

 

2. LIBRARY PROGRAMS / TOURS / PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

 

Date Program Attendance 

2/1/2019  Baby Lapsit Storytime : Demonstrator, Tiffani   32  

2/2/2019  Saturday Storytime: Pancake Party : Demonstrator, Lori   82  

2/2/2019  Dogs on Call : Demonstrator, Sampson, Chewie and their handlers   29  

2/4/2019  CD of the Month Club - February : Demonstrator, Brendan   39  

2/5/2019  Big Kids Storytime: Chinese New Year/ Pigs : Demonstrator, Lori   41  

2/5/2019  Big Kids Storytime: Chinese New Year/ Pigs : Demonstrator, Lori   38  

2/5/2019  Scratch Coding Club : Demonstrator, Brian Miles   7  

2/5/2019  Youth Center (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy Perry   25  

2/5/2019  Using You Tube : Demonstrator, Amanda Brzeszkiewicz   3  

2/6/2019  'Tween D&D : Demonstrator, Travis Mueller   5  

2/6/2019  Northside ECC class (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy Perry   5  

2/6/2019  Little Kids Storytime - Chinese New Year : Demonstrator, Tiffani   65  

2/6/2019  Little Kids Storytime - Chinese New Year : Demonstrator, Tiffani   35  

2/6/2019  Northside ECC class (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy Perry   9  

2/6/2019  
YMCA Sunset Ridge Elementary School (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy 
Perry   

17  

2/6/2019  Welcome to Night Vale Podcast Discussion : Demonstrator, Rebecca V.   2  

2/7/2019  Memory Screenings : Demonstrator, Andrea   7  

2/7/2019  Minecraft Club : Demonstrator, Brian Miles   17  

2/7/2019  Tiny Tots Storytime : Demonstrator, Tiffani   20  

2/7/2019  Tiny Tots Storytime : Demonstrator, Tiffani   38  

2/7/2019  Matt Geiger Author Event : Demonstrator, Matt Geiger   15  

2/7/2019  
DIY Craft - Year of the Pig Magnets (DIY) : Demonstrator, Tiffani & YS 
staff   

23  

2/7/2019  3DSwitch : Demonstrator, Chris & Jill   8  

2/8/2019  
Cupcake Wars : Demonstrator, Rebecca V with Leanne Cordisco and Miranda 
Madro, practicum   

3  

2/8/2019  Pooh Bear 4k am class (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy Perry   21  

2/8/2019  Baby Lapsit Storytime : Demonstrator, Lori   11  

2/8/2019  Pooh Bear 4k pm class (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy Perry   17  

2/9/2019  Friendly Cards (DIY) : Demonstrator, Lori   150  

2/11/2019  little om BIG OM: Family & Toddler Yoga : Demonstrator, Jamie Gepner   44  

2/11/2019  Teen Advisory Committee : Demonstrator, Rebecca V.   4  

2/11/2019  'Tween Books & Cooks: Pancakes : Demonstrator, Lori   12  

https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9902&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9891&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9894&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9896&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9897&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9898&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9899&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9900&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9907&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9911&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9903&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9904&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9905&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9901&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9914&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9915&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9912&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9913&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9909&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9910&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9919&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9920&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9921&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9922&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9916&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9917&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9918&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9950&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9923&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9924&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9925&q=
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2/12/2019  Big Kids Storytime: Friends : Demonstrator, Lori   24  

2/12/2019  Communication Innovations Storytime : Demonstrator, Katie, Jill   8  

2/13/2019  
Elm Lawn 4k AM class (JoEllen & Niki) (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy 
Perry   

17  

2/13/2019  Little Kids Storytime - Friendship : Demonstrator, Tiffani   55  

2/13/2019  Little Kids Storytime - Friendship : Demonstrator, Tiffani   30  

2/13/2019  
Elm Lawn 4k PM class (JoEllen and Niki) (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy 
Perry   

12  

2/13/2019  Girl Scout Troop Visit : Demonstrator, Lori   15  

2/13/2019  YMCA Sauk Trail Elementary (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy Perry   25  

2/13/2019  'Tween Dungeons & Dragons : Demonstrator, Travis Mueller   5  

2/13/2019  
Planning for Your Financial Future : Demonstrator, Dr. Arjan Premti, UW-
Whitewater Finance Professor   

27  

2/14/2019  Tiny Tots Storytime : Demonstrator, Tiffani   35  

2/14/2019  Tiny Tots Storytime : Demonstrator, Tiffani   55  

2/14/2019  Minecraft Club : Demonstrator, Brian Miles   17  

2/14/2019  Drop-In Techno Minutes : Demonstrator, Amanda Brzeszkiewicz   1  

2/15/2019  
Middleton Baby & Childcare PM 4k (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy 
Perry   

14  

2/15/2019  
Middleton Baby & Childcare Center 4k AM class (Outreach) 

: Demonstrator, Amy Perry   
24  

2/15/2019  Baby Lapsit Storytime : Demonstrator, Lori   16  

2/15/2019  LC3: Invisible Ink Cards : Demonstrator, Lori   32  

2/16/2019  Movie Matinee : Demonstrator, Rebecca V.   3  

2/17/2019  Chess Club : Demonstrator, Mike Neitman, Brad Philips   9  

2/18/2019  Evening Storytime: Sing a Storytime : Demonstrator, Lori   56  

2/19/2019  Clubhouse for Kids 4k am class (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy Perry   17  

2/19/2019  Clubhouse for Kids 4k pm class (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy Perry   7  

2/19/2019  Scratch Coding Club : Demonstrator, Brian Miles   11  

2/19/2019  Big Kids Storytime: Sing a Storytime : Demonstrator, Lori   48  

2/19/2019  Big Kids Storytime: Sing a Storytime : Demonstrator, Lori   22  

2/19/2019  Photo Editing with Pixlr : Demonstrator, Amanda Brzeszkiewicz   4  

2/20/2019  Little Kids Storytime - Music : Demonstrator, Tiffani   30  

2/20/2019  Little Kids Storytime - Music : Demonstrator, Tiffani   26  

2/20/2019  
Voss Haus (Senior and Disabled Section 8 Subsidy) (Outreach) 

: Demonstrator, Amy Perry   
28  

2/20/2019  'Tween Dungeons & Dragons : Demonstrator, Travis Mueller   5  

https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9926&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9927&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9928&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9929&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9930&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9931&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9932&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9936&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9937&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9975&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9939&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9940&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9941&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9943&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9944&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9942&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9948&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9949&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9945&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9947&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9946&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9951&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9952&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9953&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9954&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9955&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9959&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9956&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9957&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9958&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9978&q=
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2/21/2019  Drop-In Techno Minutes : Demonstrator, Amanda Brzeszkiewicz   1  

2/21/2019  
Elm Lawn 4k PM class (Abby&McKell's class) (Outreach) : Demonstrator, 
Amy Perry   

12  

2/21/2019  Adult Book Discussion : Demonstrator, Jenny Carr   22  

2/21/2019  Minecraft Club : Demonstrator, Brian Miles   16  

2/21/2019  

Someone's Gotta Do It: Monologues from Forward 
Theater : Demonstrator, Jo Chalhoub (stage manager), Karen Moeller, and 4 
actors from Forward Theater   

55  

2/21/2019  Tiny Tots Storytime : Demonstrator, Tiffani   60  

2/21/2019  Tiny Tots Storytime : Demonstrator, Tiffani   45  

2/22/2019  Baby Lapsit Storytime : Demonstrator, Lori   25  

2/22/2019  Elmore Lawson Drum Circle : Demonstrator, Elmore Lawson   80  

2/25/2019  'Tween Mystery Night : Demonstrator, Lori   20  

2/26/2019  
Getting to Know Medicare : Demonstrator, Jesse Grutz, The Retirement 
Classroom   

33  

2/26/2019  
Social Security and Retirement Income : Demonstrator, Jesse Grutz, The 
Retirement Classroom   

22  

2/26/2019  Big Kids Storytime - Teeth : Demonstrator, Lori   40  

2/26/2019  Big Kids Storytime - Teeth : Demonstrator, Lori   19  

2/26/2019  YMCA Northside Elementary (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy Perry   19  

2/27/2019  
Artisan Assisted Living & Memory Care/Time of Wonder 

Storytime (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy Perry, Miranda Madro   
39  

2/27/2019  Little Kids Storytime - Teeth : Demonstrator, Tiffani   30  

2/27/2019  Little Kids Storytime - Teeth : Demonstrator, Tiffani   50  

2/27/2019  

Your Credit: How to Build it, Repair it, and Protect it : Demonstrator, Dr. 
Bakhtear Talukdar and Dr. Mohammad Jafarinejad , assistant professors at 
UW-Whitewater   

8  

2/27/2019  'Tween Dungeons & Dragons : Demonstrator, Travis Mueller   6  

2/27/2019  
YMCA Sunset Ridge Elementary School (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy 
Perry   

16  

2/28/2019  Tiny Tots Storytime : Demonstrator, Tiffani   60  

2/28/2019  Tiny Tots Storytime : Demonstrator, Tiffani   45  

2/28/2019  
Author Visit (Jesse Klausmeier) visit at Northside Elementary 

School (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy Perry, Lori Bell   
500  

2/28/2019  
YMCA Sauk Trail Elementary (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy Perry, 
Miranda Madro   

21  

2/28/2019  Minecraft Club : Demonstrator, Brian Miles   18  

2/28/2019  1000 Books Before Kindergarten : Demonstrator, Staff   43  

2/28/2019  Adult Craft Event: Intro to Woodcarving : Demonstrator, Capital Area 26  

https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9960&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9961&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9962&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9963&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9964&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9964&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9967&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9968&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9965&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9966&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9979&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9993&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9994&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9969&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9970&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9971&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9972&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9972&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9973&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9974&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9976&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9977&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9980&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9981&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9982&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9983&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9983&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9984&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9985&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9987&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9991&q=
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Carvers of Wisconsin   

2/28/2019  Duck Bathtub Craft (DIY) : Demonstrator, Tiffani, Staff   133  

      

  Number of Programs / Total Attendance   

  Children's 70 / 2613 

  Teens 6 / 45 

  Adults/Friends/Other/All Ages 15 / 308 

  Grand Total 91 / 2966 

  DIY/Passive Program Total (this number included in totals above) 3 / 306 

  Outreach Program Total (this number included in totals above) 20 / 845 

  Literacy/Reading Program Total (this number included in totals above) 0 / 0 

  Media/Promo Total (this number is NOT included in totals above) 0 / 0 

 

3. PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 
  

 Top: Saturday Storytime – Pancake Party, Cupcake Wars, Little Kids Storytime – Chinese New Year 
 Middle:  Little Kids Storytime – Music, Adult Craft Event – Woodcarving, Little Kids Storytime - Teeth 
 Bottom:  Storytime – Tiny Tots, Outreach at Northside Elementary 

https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9995&q=
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4. DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 
This month the Building Committee had its last meeting with HGA for phase 2 of the Next 

Chapter project. Next steps will be selecting a furniture dealer with an RFP by April 1st.  So far 

there has been good interest in the project and I have given two tours and answered questions 

for three other dealers.  For the month of March staff is working on preparing for the changes by 

focusing on what can be done now, such as moving the Help Desk staff and other staff work 

spaces.  The Development Committee has made major progress with preparations for the Next 

Chapter launch in April and the fundraising campaign.  A listening session for the Friends was 

held in what will be the new book store space and much of my time this month was focused on 

communications and messaging.   

5.      LIBRARIANS’ REPORTS 


 

Patrick Williams, Head of Information Technology 

 

 

The archer room audio equipment was upgraded.  A new 13 channel amplifier was installed.  It 

manages all video and audio inputs, including wireless options.  It can be controlled and 

programed via IP for future “quick setting” wall mounted controls.  The speakers in the room 

were also replaced and more added in the back and in the celling, for room filling audio without 

extreme volume. 

 

The staff utility internal website underwent some optimizations, mainly for speed.  Other minor 

features, such as daybook update notifications were added. 

 

Rebecca Van Dan, Head of Youth Services 
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Despite an abundance of icy, snowy blowy, and too cold days this month, we managed to pull 

together a Summer Reading game plan, combine A/V collections and work out more details of 

our Spring programming this month! 

Meetings: Lori, Amy, and I met to discuss SRP: display case, volunteer training, timeline for 

brochure printing, contacting business sponsors, etc.  I also met with an English teacher from 

Clark St School to discuss ways the library could help with a new literature class (assisting with 

book discussion, recommended titles, booktalks, library visit) and stopped in to meet with a 

homeschool group who invited us to learn more about their teaching methods. 

Programming: Many thanks to the Chocolaterian Café and Miranda, our practicum student, 

who helped us with judging of the Cupcake Wars this month! Joe Goad also helped out filming 

our teen band interviews this month, and editing the interviews to be released soon on our 

social media.  Amy, Lori, and I worked with the school librarian from Northside to coordinate an 

author visit this month, and we offered a podcast discussion and teen movie night this month as 

well. 

SRP: Lori, Amy, and I contacted corporate donors regarding donations in Feb and worked on 

updating scripts, logs, and “How it Works” documents for our teen volunteers to reflect our 

streamlined Children’s and Teen reading program. We continued to contact performers and put 

together a draft copy of our summer event brochures. 

Weeding/Moving: Teen hardcover fiction, Teen DVDs were weeded this month.  Per last 

month’s meeting of AV collections, we weeded the teen NF dvds, integrating teen and adult 

dvds into a general collection and keeping a small section of high-interest teen dvds, to reduce 

doubles that appeared in both collections.  We also moved the teen video game collection out to 

the public area as we work to eliminate items from the Help Desk to prepare for desk 

consolidation. 

Sarah Hartman, Head of Technical Services 

 

 

We added 1,215 items in February, like usual one of our less-busy months (in that respect at 

least).  We continued work on a variety of collection-related projects, with Brendan assisting 

with the teen AV collection changes and preparations for the upcoming Superhero DVD & Blu-

ray collection.  I ordered a number of superhero TV series on DVD to give this new collection 
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more depth.  These are some of the most inclusive shows currently on air, so I’m glad we’ll be 

showcasing them. 

 

I got to end the month helping host the adult craft event on woodcarving, which was fun as 

expected, and Rebecca L. and I have been working with a UW-Madison student who will be 

assisting us with the next craft event, the Stash Swap in April.  It’s always fun to share our 

knowledge with future librarians! 

 

Jim Ramsey, Head of Adult Services 

 

 

We continued to be challenged by inclement winter weather during the month of February; 

fortunately, we only had to cancel one adult event this month.  Adult events in February included 

an author event featuring Middleton Times-Tribune editor Matt Geiger, a collection of 

monologues from Forward Theater, and a pair of financial education classes taught by UW-

Whitewater professors. 

 

The Wisconsin Library Association held its annual Library Legislative Day at the Madison 

Concourse Hotel and State Capitol building on February 12th, and I was again in charge of 

making appointments for all 132 state legislators.  Unfortunately, winter weather once again 

played havoc with the day, as the largest storm of the season swept across the state the night 

before. Over two-thirds of our attendees, many of them coming from northern Wisconsin, 

cancelled or failed to appear.  This meant a frantic morning of calling legislative offices to cancel 

appointments.   

 

In spite of the diminished attendance, the day was productive.  Jocelyne and I met with staff in 

the offices of Senator Erpenbach and Rep. Hesselbein.  Plus, I was in the Assembly gallery to 

witness the Middleton Police Officers receive the Hometown Heroes award for their actions 

during the active shooter situation at WTS Paradigm last year. 
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I built two playlists for Music and Memory clients this month, though time was tight due to 

Library Legislative Day.  One client had heard about the program through our partnership with 

the Middleton Senior Center and Clark Street Community School; the other learned about the 

program through word of mouth.  To date, we’ve built just shy of 30 playlists for members of our 

community living with dementia or other memory disorders. 

 

Last of all, it is with decidedly mixed emotions that I must inform the Board that I have accepted 

a position as Director of the Stoughton Public Library with a tentative start date of April 1st.  To 

say my time here in Middleton has been rewarding would be an understatement.  During the last 

seven years, the Middleton community has enthusiastically supported the various programs and 

initiatives I’ve undertaken as Head of Adult Services.  It has been my pleasure to provide 

programming and other library services to the people of Middleton for the better part of a 

decade.  Though I will miss my coworkers, not to mention the entire Middleton community, I am 

excited to take the next step into a leadership position in a vibrant and unique community like 

Stoughton.  It has been an honor to serve the people of this city, and I will always remember my 

time here in Middleton in the fondest terms.  

 
Brendan Faherty, Head of Circulation 

 
 

February saw the crazy winter weather continue, with a smattering of closed school days, ice, 

snow, and bitter cold.  Circulation has worked hard to adjust to changes in delivery schedules 

throughout the month.  Self-check usage remains strong, and as we ramp up for changes with 

the upcoming building project, we are moving one of the self-check machines to the former 

location of the main level copier.  This relocation will allow us to ‘combine’ the two main level 

desks temporarily, both to start adjusting staff workflows and to get patrons used to the one-stop 

shop mentality of what our new main level desk will look like. 

 

We are also close to rolling out our brand-new Superhero video collection, which will allow us to 

showcase the multitude of superhero-based movies and TV shows that are currently flooding 

the market and relieve some space issues elsewhere in the collection. 
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Katie Ganser and I are also hard at work as members of the Support Staff/Circulation Services 

(SSCS) Board, planning our annual 1-day conference (coming up at the end of May in Eau 

Claire).  We are currently working on recruiting presenters and planning for a full day of support 

staff-centric activities and programs. 

 
 

Amy Perry, Outreach and Children’s Services Librarian 

 
 

February was a wild month for weather, which resulted in having some of my outreach visits 

rescheduled and then rescheduled again. Luckily, I was able to accommodate all of the sites 

who had to reschedule.   

I handled a lot of summer scheduling this month including the school summer reading promo 

visits and all of the summer outreach visits that I do. This month, I spent a lot of time finishing 

the summer reading logs, extra activity sheets, entry tickets, etc. Our practicum student, 

Miranda Madro, observed some outreach events and in-library programming and is currently 

working on a project for the adult craft swap program.    

Finally, Lori and I attended an author visit (sponsored by the Katie’s Kids funds) at Northside 

Elementary School. Jesse Klausmeier did a great job speaking to all students/grades 

throughout the school day. Since the library was hosting this event at an off-site location, we 

wanted to make sure there was a library presence so I was there for the morning 

presentations/author introductions and Lori handled the afternoon presentations/introductions. 

Lori Bell, Children’s Services Librarian 

   
 

Despite the frigid temperatures, attendance at events remained strong this month.  The new 

Saturday morning Storytimes continue to be extremely popular with 82 attending February’s 

Pancake Party.  I rescheduled two events due to inclement weather.  Fortunately, all registrants 

were able to attend the new dates. Please visit the evaluations page and photo gallery for 

details on all the events offered this month. 
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We offered two book displays and a bulletin board presentation honoring Black History Month.  

All three garnered much positive feedback and coordinated nicely with displays in the Teen and 

Adult areas. 

 

The Children’s Non-Fiction cataloging correction project continues to go smoothly.  We have 

reached the 900s and the “creatively” cataloged countries section.  I’ve been able to do much 

needed weeding and updating along the way.  The non-fiction collection should be in great 

shape by the end. 

 

Rebecca Light, Administrative Librarian 

 

 

We are getting closer to announcing the “Next Chapter” project launch in April.  Much of my 

focus in February centered on project details, such as working on publicity materials and setting 

up our accounting structure with MCF and the city finance department.  Jocelyne and I are also 

discussing plans for Staff Development Day on April 12th, which will be an excellent opportunity 

to work with staff on the Next Chapter launch.  

I’m also on the Strategic Planning Committee that is working with WiLS on long-term planning 

for the library.  We recently launched the first part of our information gathering phase – an online 

and paper survey that is available for public input.  Next, we’re coordinating Community 

Conversation discussions that will take place in April; these will give library stakeholders the 

opportunity to provide more in-depth feedback as part of this process. 

Jenny Carr, Acquisitions Librarian 
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We are doing well so far with our materials spending. With two months down, we should be at 

17% and we are currently at 18% of our budget spent. I had an above average month with ILL, 

filling 88 requests for books and AV items not found in our library system (14 year February 

average is 60 requests). For our February book discussion, we discussed “Janesville” by Amy 

Goldstein. This was one of the best meetings we have had because attendees had many 

personal experiences to share of factory closings and how they impacted their lives.  

I will be escaping to sunny California soon for a quick vacation and am hoping to come home to 

Spring!  

 


