
 
 

March 2019 Report 
 

April 9, 2019 Library Board Meeting 
 

1. STATISTICS   

 

Circulation: Adult  YA  Juv.  Total  Year to Date 
2019  34,398  3,280  26,182  63,860  180,814 
2018  35,927  3,927  25,359  65,213  182,872 
2017  36,907  3,693  24,530  65,130  183,509 
 

Self-Service checkouts: 
   Unit 1      Unit 2      Unit 3      Mobile       Total  %of total 
2019 (March)  14,157     3,219       14,196      76  31,648  49.6% 
2018 (March)  14,540     7,327       10,915         79  32,861  50.4% 
2017 (March)  13,568     6,952         9,297   29,817  45.8% 
 

Library cards issued: Adult Juv. Sr. Online  Total 
2019       92 17   6    25   140 
2018       73 21   7    11  112 
2017       91 21 15    127 
 
Shared with other SCLS libraries: 
  Loaned to other LINK libraries Borrowed from other LINK libraries 
2019  17,993     20,378 
2018  19,412     20,568 
2017  21,169     20,703 
  

Miscellaneous: ILL Visits  Study rooms use 
2019     82 31,816  667.75 Hours / 469 Bookings 
2018     65 32,434  678.5 Hours / 463 Bookings 
2017     63 32,336  633.5 Hours / 448 Bookings 
 
Walk-in laptop/device WI-FI use:   
March 2019: 12,412 
March 2018: 9,869 
March 2017: 6,670 
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2. LIBRARY PROGRAMS / TOURS / PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

 

Date Program Attendance 

3/1/2019  Baby Lapsit Storytime : Demonstrator, Lori   28  

3/1/2019  Bilingual Spanish-English Storytime : Demonstrator, Yesianne Ramirez   20  

3/1/2019  CD of the Month Club - March : Demonstrator, Brendan   41  

3/1/2019  
American Family Children's Hospital School (Outreach) : Demonstrator, 

Amy Perry, Miranda Madro   
3  

3/2/2019  
Uncle Vanya: A Dramatic Reading by Forward Theater : Demonstrator, 

Jim Buske and 6 actors from Forward Theater   
57  

3/4/2019  DIY - Mardi Gras Masks (DIY) : Demonstrator, Tiffani & YS staff   95  

3/5/2019  Spotting Fake News : Demonstrator, Amanda Brzeszkiewicz   9  

3/5/2019  Big Kids Storytime: Fairytales : Demonstrator, Lori   56  

3/5/2019  Big Kids Storytime: Fairytales : Demonstrator, Lori   36  

3/6/2019  
Pakistani Seafood Cooking with Huma Siddiqui : Demonstrator, Huma 

Siddiqui   
30  

3/6/2019  Little Kids Storytime - Fairy Tales : Demonstrator, Tiffani   55  

3/6/2019  Little Kids Storytime - Fairy Tales : Demonstrator, Tiffani   60  

3/6/2019  'Tween Dungeons & Dragons : Demonstrator, Travis Mueller   6  

3/7/2019  Toothbrush DIY Craft (DIY) : Demonstrator, Tiffani, Staff   230  

3/7/2019  Drop-In Techno Minutes : Demonstrator, Amanda Brzeszkiewicz   1  

3/7/2019  Drop-In Techno Minutes : Demonstrator, Amanda Brzeszkiewicz   1  

3/7/2019  Tiny Tots Storytime : Demonstrator, Tiffani   38  

3/7/2019  Tiny Tots Storytime : Demonstrator, Tiffani   45  

3/7/2019  LC3: Endo/Exothermic Reactions : Demonstrator, Lori   42  

3/7/2019  3DSwitch Club : Demonstrator, Chris & Jill   13  

3/7/2019  Song-Writing with Beth Kille : Demonstrator, Beth Kille   10  

3/8/2019  Baby Lapsit Storytime : Demonstrator, Lori   25  

3/8/2019  SwimWest Storytime (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Lori   33  

3/9/2019  Protect your Peeps: Amulet : Demonstrator, Rebecca V   4  

3/11/2019  Teen Advisory Committee : Demonstrator, Rebecca V   7  

3/11/2019  little om BIG OM: Family & Toddler Yoga : Demonstrator, Mary   40  

3/12/2019  Big Kids Storytime - Pancakes : Demonstrator, Lori   60  

3/12/2019  CI Pediatric Therapies Storytime : Demonstrator, Katie, Jill   56  

3/12/2019  
Child Development Class @ Middleton High School (Outreach) 

: Demonstrator, Amy Perry   
7  

3/13/2019  Northside ECC class (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy Perry   10  

https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9986&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9988&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9989&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9990&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9996&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10006&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9999&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10000&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10001&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10003&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9997&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=9998&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10031&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10054&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10076&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10077&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10004&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10005&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10010&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10012&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10007&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10008&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10009&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10013&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10014&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10035&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10015&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10016&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10017&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10018&q=
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3/13/2019  Little Kids Storytime - Chickens : Demonstrator, Tiffani   55  

3/13/2019  Little Kids Storytime - Chickens : Demonstrator, Tiffani   40  

3/13/2019  
Wisconsin Film Festival Sneak Peek : Demonstrator, Jim Healy, 

Programming Director for the Film Fest   
130  

3/13/2019  'Tween Dungeons & Dragons : Demonstrator, Travis Mueller   5  

3/14/2019  
Play Club: "Life Sucks" : Demonstrator, Shannon Heibler, Karen Moeller, Jim 

Buske, all from Forward Theater   
32  

3/14/2019  Tiny Tots Storytime : Demonstrator, Tiffani   55  

3/14/2019  Tiny Tots Storytime : Demonstrator, Tiffani   35  

3/14/2019  Minecraft Club : Demonstrator, Brian Miles   16  

3/15/2019  Pooh Bear 4k am class (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy Perry   21  

3/15/2019  Baby Lapsit Storytime : Demonstrator, Lori   28  

3/15/2019  Northside ECC PM class (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy Perry   8  

3/15/2019  Pooh Bear 4k PM site (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy Perry   18  

3/16/2019  Dogs on Call : Demonstrator, 2 Therapy Dog Teams   22  

3/16/2019  Trinity Irish Dancers : Demonstrator, Trinity Irish Dancers   375  

3/16/2019  
Chinese Storytime & Craft : Demonstrator, Tiffani, Lumei Huang, and VAIS 

Students   
80  

3/18/2019  Evening Storytime: Stuffed Animal Sleepover : Demonstrator, Lori   62  

3/19/2019  Big Kids Storytime: Library : Demonstrator, Lori   58  

3/19/2019  Big Kids Storytime: Library : Demonstrator, Lori   52  

3/19/2019  Scratch Coding Club : Demonstrator, Brian Miles   15  

3/19/2019  Using Consumer Reports : Demonstrator, Amanda Brzeszkiewicz   9  

3/19/2019  YMCA Northside Elementary (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy Perry   19  

3/19/2019  Clubhouse for Kids 4k am class (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy Perry   17  

3/19/2019  Clubhouse for Kids 4k pm class (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy Perry   7  

3/20/2019  
Voss Haus (Senior and Disabled Section 8 Subsidy) (Outreach) 

: Demonstrator, Amy Perry, Miranda Madro   
30  

3/20/2019  
YMCA Sunset Ridge Elementary School (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy 

Perry   
35  

3/20/2019  Little Kids Storytime - Library : Demonstrator, Tiffani   55  

3/20/2019  Little Kids Storytime - Library : Demonstrator, Tiffani   55  

3/21/2019  
Elm Lawn 4k AM class (JoEllen & Niki) (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy 

Perry   
17  

3/21/2019  Tiny Tots Storytime : Demonstrator, Tiffani   35  

3/21/2019  Tiny Tots Storytime : Demonstrator, Tiffani   55  

3/21/2019  Elm Lawn 4k PM class (JoEllen and Niki) (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy 13  

https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10020&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10021&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10025&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10032&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10026&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10022&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10023&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10024&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10027&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10028&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10029&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10030&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10033&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10034&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10046&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10038&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10039&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10040&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10041&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10042&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10043&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10036&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10037&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10047&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10048&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10044&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10045&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10049&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10050&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10051&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10052&q=
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Perry   

3/21/2019  
Elm Lawn 4k PM class (Abby&McKell's class) (Outreach) : Demonstrator, 

Amy Perry   
12  

3/21/2019  Adult Book Discussion : Demonstrator, Jenny Carr   20  

3/21/2019  
Jim Leary on "Dreaming About Folksongs from Another America" 
(Scholar'd for Life : Demonstrator, Jim Leary, Professor Emeritus of Folklore & 

Scandinavian Studies   
65  

3/21/2019  Drop-In Techno Minutes : Demonstrator, Amanda Brzeszkiewicz   1  

3/21/2019  Drop-In Techno Minutes : Demonstrator, Amanda Brzeszkiewicz   1  

3/22/2019  Baby Lapsit Storytime : Demonstrator, Lori   30  

3/22/2019  Middleton High School (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy Perry   75  

3/22/2019  
Middleton Baby & Childcare Center 4k PM class (Outreach) 

: Demonstrator, Amy Perry   
13  

3/22/2019  YMCA Sauk Trail Elementary (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy Perry   24  

3/22/2019  
Middleton Baby & Childcare Center 4k AM class (Outreach) 

: Demonstrator, Amy Perry   
22  

3/25/2019  Spring Break Minecraft Club : Demonstrator, Brian Miles   15  

3/25/2019  Gio's Garden (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy Perry   8  

3/25/2019  'Tween Paint Night : Demonstrator, Lori   16  

3/25/2019  'Tween Paint Night : Demonstrator, Lori   24  

3/26/2019  Spring Break Minecraft Club : Demonstrator, Brian Miles   19  

3/26/2019  Toddler Art: Paint on Canvas : Demonstrator, Lori   48  

3/26/2019  Toddler Art: Paint on Canvas : Demonstrator, Lori   28  

3/26/2019  Techno Minutes : Demonstrator, Amanda Brzeszkiewicz   1  

3/26/2019  Drop-in Job Help : Demonstrator, Jon Krueger, Dane Co. Job Center   4  

3/27/2019  Family Paint Night : Demonstrator, Lori   35  

3/27/2019  Toddler Art: Paint on Canvas : Demonstrator, Lori & Tiffani   46  

3/27/2019  Spring Break Minecraft Club : Demonstrator, Brian Miles   14  

3/27/2019  
Artisan Assisted Living & Memory Care/Time of Wonder 

Storytime (Outreach) : Demonstrator, Amy Perry, Miranda Madro   
32  

3/28/2019  Spring Break Minecraft Club : Demonstrator, Brian Miles   12  

3/28/2019  Toddler Art: Salt Dough : Demonstrator, Tiffani & Lori   44  

3/28/2019  Family Paint Night : Demonstrator, Lori   37  

3/28/2019  Let's Talk About Texts - The Liar's Club : Demonstrator, RL, JAR   7  

3/28/2019  Teen Paint Night : Demonstrator, Lori   5  

3/29/2019  Toddler Art: Salt Dough : Demonstrator, Lori   55  

      

https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10053&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10057&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10060&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10060&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10074&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10075&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10058&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10059&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10070&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10055&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10056&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10061&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10062&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10063&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10064&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10065&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10066&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10067&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10080&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10073&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10083&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10071&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10068&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10069&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10069&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10081&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10082&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10084&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10085&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10087&q=
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/eval_detail.asp?ID=10086&q=
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  Number of Programs / Total Attendance   

  Children's 65 / 2722 

  Teens 6 / 108 

  Adults/Friends/Other/All Ages 19 / 455 

  Grand Total 90 / 3285 

  DIY/Passive Program Total (this number included in totals above) 2 / 325 

  Outreach Program Total (this number included in totals above) 21 / 424 

  Literacy/Reading Program Total (this number included in totals above) 0 / 0 

  Media/Promo Total (this number is NOT included in totals above) 0 / 0 

 

3. PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS: Spring Break Family Fun! 
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4.   STAFF DEVELOPMENT 

 

Date Department Staff Title 

3/7/2019  Administration  Rebecca V.  
Driving Organizational Results: Effective 

Influencing   

3/13/2019  Tech Services  Sarah H.  SCLS Collection Maintenance Subcommittee   

3/14/2019  Administration  DCL Directors  Dane Cty, Library Directors' mtg.   

3/20/2019  Other/All  Jenny Carr  Discovery Interface Subcommittee Meeting   

3/25/2019  Administration  

Jocelyne and 35-
40 other libraries 

from across the 
system  

SCLS All Directors mtg.   

3/28/2019  Administration  Rebecca V, Amy P  Power Up: Leadership conference for YS Managers   

        

 

5. DIRECTOR’S REPORT        Jocelyne Sansing __ 

 
 
Behind the scenes work for Next Chapter is nearly complete.  The PR, website, display, and 

other communications will be sent out on Friday April 12th. I have started applying for a variety 

of foundation grants and sent letters to potential donors during this silent phase of our 

fundraising efforts.  The first Middleton Common Council meeting of April will include the annual 

Proclamation for National Library Week and the Annual Staff Development Day will close the 

library all day on Friday April 12th.  The day will focus primarily on the Next Chapter and final 

launch preparations.  BSI was selected from the RFQ to help execute the plan and I had a kick 

off phone meeting with them and HGA to discuss phasing, selection, procurement, and the 

timeline.  I did a walk-through of the building with the BSI construction team to determine a 

phasing schedule.  The first priority will be the fencing in front of the circ desk, which will allow 

the Help Desk staff to move over.  The Help Desk will be second, along with the faux structures 

in the Teen and Stortytime room.  Next up will be shelving reconfigurations, followed by lower 

level phases.  We should start to see some of the demo work done before the first week of 

June.  The larger vision work is complete – now for the logistical details and execution! 

 

https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/dev_detail.asp?ID=3712
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/dev_detail.asp?ID=3712
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/dev_detail.asp?ID=3714
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/dev_detail.asp?ID=3713
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/dev_detail.asp?ID=3715
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/dev_detail.asp?ID=3716
https://www.midlibrary.org/library/staff/dev_detail.asp?ID=3717
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The Head of Adult Services Department position is posted and set to close on April 12th, 

interview on April 23rd and a hopeful start date of the last week in May.  We are looking forward 

to filling this key leadership position.  HUGE thanks to all the staff that is pitching in to cover 

desk shifts, programming, and scheduling – excellent team effort! 

 

The WiLS long-term strategic planning survey has been a big success.  Posting online, sending 

out through Notify Me, including as entry page on all library pc’s, and print surveys has proved a 

great strategy.  Phase II of community conversations start in April.  I also attended the City of 

Middleton’s annual CVMIC work plan meeting, the Dane County Library Director’s meeting, and 

South Central Library Director’s meeting.   

 
Invitations for Trustees:  
-Monday April 8th 5:30pm Community Conversation with WiLS 
-Tuesday April 9th 5:30pm Library Board Meeting 
-Friday April 12th 8am-4pm (or any part of the day, especially the morning) Staff Development 
Day.  Please RSVP to Rebecca Light 
-Thursday May 2nd Get Moving Middleton 7:30am Hilton Garden Inn – Presentation on Next 
Chapter.  All Trustee and committee members are welcome to attend, please RSVP to 
Jocelyne. 

 

6.      LIBRARIANS’ REPORTS 

 

Patrick Williams, Head of Information Technology 

 

 

The master image for the patron access computers is being rebuilt using the latest branch of 

Windows 10.  Updates to the OS can be applied in a controlled fashion after it is launched on 

live stations.  Office 2019 will also be included in this image, as of course, a variety of web 

browsers.  The system will have some built-in “store-apps” and be ready for the latest Minecraft 

version and our Android emulator application, with all of its apps.  This system will continue to 

be developed and tested, and will be applied as we roll out and set up PC stations during the 

“Next Chapter” renovations. 
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Rebecca Van Dan, Head of Youth Services 

 

 
This month we started staff performance conversations, reflecting on upcoming Next Chapter 

and departmental/library goals and looking forward to the changes!  In addition to SRP visits, I 

have been working with a teacher at Clark St. School to develop a literature course and will be 

helping with booktalks and facilitating book discussions.  Joe did a great job this month editing 

our teen band interviews—they are now up on the library’s youtube page!   

 

We are starting to plan out activities for the summer programs and are working on getting the 

word out about summer volunteering opportunities for teens, scheduling cross-training, and 

preparing for school visits.  I am also working on a teen program survey for May and an updated 

training presentation for teen volunteers on our updated and streamlined Summer Reading 

program.  

 

I was excited to attend the Power Up conference with Amy in March and I’m looking forward to 

putting a lot of the great ideas into practice! 

Sarah Hartman, Head of Technical Services 

 

 

We added 1,469 items in March, up from last month but still a bit below average.  We have 

wrapped up the children’s non-fiction re-cataloging project, other than a few stragglers that we 

will take care of after they have been returned.  The amazing volunteer who was helping with 

that project is now replacing faded spine labels, a much-needed task.  This will save everyone, 

both patrons and staff, time when they are trying to find items on the shelf. 

 

At the end of the month, I took over most of Jim’s collection development responsibilities and 

met with him several times to go over other tasks I will be handling while we search for a new 

Head of Adult Services.  It definitely won’t be the same here without him, and everyone in 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_KrQsRMS4BK6TM6ypWZznA
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Technical Services will miss him! 

 

Jim Ramsey, Head of Adult Services 

 

 

As might be expected, I spent most of time this month preparing for my impending departure, 

making sure all of the scheduled programs in April and May are covered and otherwise dividing 

up my duties among other staff members.  I’ve tried to leave the department in the best shape 

possible.  All documents that anyone might need are in the M: drive and I’m only a phone call 

away, after all. 

 

I wrote my farewell in the last monthly report, but it bears repeating that my time at Middleton 

has been rewarding far beyond any expectations I had when I started here back in 2012.  

Middleton is a wonderful community, and one that clearly values its public library.  I’m proud of 

what I’ve accomplished during my time here, and I know that whoever takes over in the 

department will be successful.  Quite apart from any accomplishments or legacies I might leave 

behind, the next Head of Adult Services will inherit a talented staff of library assistants in 

Amanda, Donna, and Jenn.  This is a great library in a great community and I feel lucky to have 

been a part of it. 

 
 

Brendan Faherty, Head of Circulation 

 
 

March finally saw a return (somewhat) to normal, both weather and circulation-wise.  Numbers 

were steady throughout the month, though down slightly compared to March 2018.  Self-check 

usage continues to be strong, though we are seeing a bit of a dip since relocating the machine 

that used to be on the corner of the Circ Desk (it is temporarily across the entrance/exit aisle, 

where the copy machine used to be).  As we move forward with combining the services of the 
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Help and Circulation Desks in one location, we will have the opportunity to direct more patrons 

to that machine and hopefully see those numbers go back up. 

 

Our new Superhero Collection continues to be popular, and we have now finished the project to 

integrate much of the Teen DVDs and CDs into the General Collections.  This process has 

allowed us to make all of the Teen and Adult Videogames available on open shelves for 

patrons, eliminating another hurdle for patron access to those collections. 

 

Katie Ganser and I are headed up to Eau Claire in a couple of weeks to preview our site for this 

year’s WLA Support Staff & Circulation Services Conference.  The day promises to be filled with 

a variety of enriching and engaging programs for library professionals and paraprofessionals 

alike.  Additionally, I will be ‘presenting’ at this fall’s annual WLA Conference, as we will be 

holding our annual SSCS Business meeting during a regular session (instead of an early 

7:30am time slot).  The hope is that more people will be encouraged to attend and learn about 

all the benefits of our group. 

 

 

Amy Perry, Outreach and Children’s Services Librarian 

 
 
Highlights for the month of March included outreach to the High School first involving a 

storytime presentation in the Family Consumer Science class and then in the Library Media 

Center to promote the WiLS survey.  I also met with my Greenway and Madison Moms Blog 

contacts to firm up details for this year’s Playdate Series at the Farmers’ Market.  The library will 

be participating in six monthly playdates from May through October. Thinking back, this 

partnership started in 2016 and involved the library participating in one annual event. Just three 

years later, we are now participating in six!  Lastly, I attended six workshops as part of the 

Power Up Conference, which focused on youth services in public libraries. It was great to be 

able to attend this conference and to learn from library peers.  

Lori Bell, Children’s Services Librarian 
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Spring Break Week in March witnessed my largest and most ambitious programming series yet: 

Art Week.  I offered 10 Art Events over 5 days for every age group. Babies, ages 0-2yrs with 

their caregivers, mixed up salt dough for handprint or footprint molds.  Toddlers, ages 2-5yrs 

with their caregivers, painted over masking tape designs on canvas. Families with children ages 

5 & up, ‘Tweens ages 9-12yrs, and Teens 13-19yrs, all recreated a spring painting using acrylic 

paint on canvas.   Room preparation and event set up for painting programs is so extensive and 

time-consuming, I was determined to offer as many events as possible on one setup/takedown. 

The events proved so popular, I added a second Family Paint and a third Toddler Art to the 

schedule. Tiffani co-hosted one Toddler and one Baby art event, and my adult volunteer, 

Debbie, assisted at 3 other events and helped take down the room on Friday.  

 

Other events in March included a Mandarin Chinese-English Bilingual Saturday Storytime, a 

LC3 Science Club: Endo/Exothermic reactions, Dogs on Call, an offsite Storytime at SwimWest 

Swim School, Stuffed Animal Sleepover Storytime, and the Trinity Irish Dancers (which set a 

new room occupancy record).  Check out the evaluation page and photo gallery for more events 

and details. 

 

Summer is coming!  I finalized the Summer Events Calendar, sent the brochure to print and 

have begun ordering extra copies of popular titles in preparation for the summer onslaught.  

Amy Perry did a fantastic job of redesigning the reading log.  Rebecca Van Dan, Amy and I 

worked together to simplify and bring consistency to the Children’s and Teen summer reading 

programs.  

 

Rebecca Light, Administrative Librarian 

 

 

The Next Chapter launch is almost here!  I’ve been working on marketing materials for the 

campaign, which Jocelyne and I look forward to sharing with you.  We will have brochures, large 



 
 

 12 

 

foam core renderings of highlighted spaces, a sign for the exterior of the building, campaign 

coasters, and “Library Supporter” yard signs (for donations of $100 or more).  Patrick is also 

working on the Next Chapter landing page for the website, as well as an interactive “library 

value” calculator.   

 

It seems like fortuitous timing that there’s been a lot of recent buzz about sociologist Eric 

Klinenberg’s newest book, Palaces for the People: How Social Infrastructure Can Help Fight 

Inequality, Polarization, and the Decline of Civic Life.  Klinenberg spends a considerable portion 

of his book describing the great impact of public libraries on modern society.  It is a must-read 

that beautifully captures the social connections that we see happening at the library every day.  

I’ve ordered extra copies of the book to feature with the Next Chapter campaign.  Check it out if 

you haven’t already, and listen to this interview with Klinenberg on a recent episode of the 99% 

Invisible podcast. 

 

Staff Development Day on Friday, April 12th will provide an excellent opportunity to review 

campaign messaging with staff, as well as distribute publicity materials.  It’s also a fantastic day 

to connect and celebrate the work we’ve done over the last year.  Please join us for all the fun if 

you are available!   

 

Jenny Carr, Acquisitions Librarian 

 

The end of March marks the first quarter of the year and we should have 25% of our budget 

spent. We are close with 24.06%. It was another busy month for Interlibrary Loan with 82 

requests filled. Other commitments keeping me busy this month include two SCLS 

subcommittee meetings: Discovery Interface (explore options for the new Koha catalog) and 

Interlibrary Loan (get updates and discuss ILL issues). Both of these subcommittees provide an 

opportunity to network with colleagues outside Middleton Public Library and to participate in the 

governance of our library system by giving input on policies and procedures. For our March 

book group, a slightly smaller group of 20 met to discuss An American Marriage by Tayari 

Jones. By far the most memorable and important event this past month (actually April 1) was 

https://99percentinvisible.org/episode/palaces-for-the-people/
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saying goodbye to Jim Ramsey at Longtable Beer Café. We will miss him at Middleton and 

know he will make a wonderful director in Stoughton.  

 


