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Month in Review and Highlights
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most active collections of Did You Know? communities, the public
eBooks and digital library is the primary place
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Internet.
“I love this library so much. It’s Mortiz, Sansing, and Rep. Joers at the State Capitol

mine.” — Maddox age 4
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February programs focused heavily on February 2025 Attendance by Age Group

Strategic Road Map Area of Focus #1
Community Partnerships. This is all about
empowering and connecting with individuals
i All Ages [1291]

and grogps who hgve the knowled.ge,.skllls, e sy 10831
and social connections to take action in ' Adults (Ages 19+) [341]

. . . Teens (Ages 12-18) [173]
creating a strong, vibrant community. Children (Ages 6-11) [136]

Nothing demonstrates this better than the

successful How-To Fest! This hands-on, all-

ages festival showcased local expertise,

bringing the community together to learn new

skills and hobbies in short 5-10 min demonstrations. 150 people learned and shared with over a
dozen how-to demonstrators that shared everything from 3D printing, to ink gel printing, how to
smell, and beekeeping. What a great way to meet this focus area priority of ‘creating more
opportunities for the public to share their talents and expertise.’

“Thank you for bringing How-To-Fest to our community. Excellent idea. Grand job by you and all
of your team members. | was extremely impressed by the organization and the follow up of my
guestions in a timely manner. | was also impressed by your team member’s offering a hand with
my table display of “How to Organize a Closet” whenever they thought the opportunity needed
one and just asking me if | needed
help occasionally. The water
bottle was a great extra caring
touch. Positive actions mean a lot
to me. | loved your smile and your
energy. Keep it up. | look forward
to more events in the future. Our
libraries offer so much to our
community and How-To-Fest
goes a long ways in providing
education and more. Please let
your team know how impressed |
was about their skills and best of
all they were always smiling.
Thank you.” - Lisa



https://www.midlibrary.org/Portals/0/publicdocs/Strategic%20Road%20Map.pdf

For Nailed It! Tweens were
given 3 decorating
challenges to complete
within a certain time frame.
They decorated a melting
snowman cookie, a beach
party cupcake, and a
rainbow bridge donut. They
were "judged" by staff and
volunteers.

22 attendees cheered at
the Winter Tea Party

Children's Programs: Strong attendance for Tiny Tots and Preschool
Storytimes, with popular themes such as "Jobs" and "Feeling Sick." Sensory
Stations

Teen & Tween Programs: Anime Club and Teen Book Club (5 attendees),
and the 'Tween Writers' Workshop (15 attendees) and Teen D&D
campaigns (7 attendees) showed consistent engagement.

Adult Programs: Practical programs like Key 2025 Tax Planning
Considerations for Retirement (22 attendees) had solid attendance while
book discussions and virtual author talks continue to be of high interest.
There was a total of 17 programs with 341 attendees in Feb. for adults.

Outreach Programs: Visits to schools and senior living communities
accounted for 14 outreach events, reaching 293 people. Successful visits
included Middleton High School and local preschools.

Large Events: The How-To Fest (150 attendees) and Winter Reading
Program (366 participants) drew significant interest, further emphasizing
high community interest in special events for all ages. 12 all ages programs
offered to 1,291 pepole!

Self-Directed: The Coffee & Cookies Pop-Up (200 attendees) and
Passive Tiny Acts of Kindness (300 participants) contributed greatly to
community engagement.

Congrats to all the WRP
Lego Day continues to be popular and it is fun to see prize winners — great job
the creations on display throughout the library. readers of all ages!



Handmade valentines for everyone! Four sessions of cookie decorating allowed for more people
to attend due to limited space. Check out the tables next to the main floor elevator for ongoing
and fresh activities to do on your own and with others.

The library’s four study rooms remain in high
demand. These spaces can be reserved at
midlibrary.org/studyrooms

In 2025 there have been 965 bookings for a
total of 1,596 hours. Uses include: private
office space, tutoring, interviewing, in-person
and virtual meetings, quiet work space,
gaming, scanning, and even silent band
practice!




Looking Ahead

STREET SIDE

You are cordially wwited to the
Widdleton Public Librwawy's

BOOKMOBILE

KICKOFF PARTY!

Join the library for a ribbon cutting, first tour of the
vehicle, exclusive bookmobile swag, and much more!

B Sat, April 12,2025

© 10AM-2PM

Terrace Ave. Parking Lot,
directly behind library

Celebrate National Library Week by celebrating ‘Happy Birthday to the Bookmobile’! This full
service library on wheels is ready to roll and everyone is invited! The bookmobile service wil:

1. Increase library usage and civic engagement.

2. Alleviate barriers and meet people where they are.
3. Promote and support literacy.

4. Grow collaborations and partnerships.

The vehicle features a Ford Commercial Cutaway E-450 Super Duty chassis powered by a 7.3L
V8 gas engine with 325 horsepower, and a 6-speed automatic transmission with overdrive.
Come to the party and check out more features like the solar panels, LED lights, and a quiet
commercial generator that provides electric power to... the bubble machine and sound system!


https://www.ala.org/conferencesevents/celebrationweeks/natlibraryweek

Family Movie Night (April 10): Strengthens community connections by bringing everyone
together for fun!

Tech Workshop for Adults (April 15): Fosters lifelong learning and innovation through technology
education.

Spring Crafting for All Ages (April 22): Encourages creativity and inclusivity, offering skill-building
for all ages.

Book Discussion Group (April 25): Promotes lifelong learning and intellectual engagement
through engaging conversations.

Now is a great time for teens ages 13-18 to be thinking about spring and summer volunteer
opportunities at their library.

April 21-26 is packed with programs for all ages including a Sky Dome Planetarium, ‘Stitch-In’
with Memory Cloth Circle, Genealogy Tools, movies, Scholar for Life, Earth Day with the
Sustainability Fair

EARTH DAY EVERY DAY

Sustainability Fair & Electric Vehicle Show

Saturday, April 26, 10-2pm \
Middleton Community Church —
(645 Schewe Road, Middleton) {
Enjoy live music, exhibitors, speakers, owner-shown '
electric cars, and activities for kids at this family-friendly,

TEEN VOLUNTEER

Want to volunteer at the libr

and free event! There will be a zoo animal presentation h

and professional face painting, plus free popcorn!
Food available to purchase from local food trucks and
make sure to stop by Middleton Public Library's new

bookmobile! Free books for kids, while supplies last.

MEETING

light work, and get volunteer

MIDDLETON
Aﬂ PUBLIC LIBRAR

Registration oppreciated:
Midlibrary.org/events

This event is made possible
by support from Beyond the
Page, an endowment
funding humanities programs
at Dane County public
o libraries. More information

. BEGIN AT:
i at www.beyondthepage.info
3PM
5PM
6PM

SKY DOME PLANETARIUM

W\:_



http://www.beyondthepage.info/

Patron Spotlight

Danielle

How long have you been a patron
at the Middleton Public Library?

| have been a patron at the
Middleton Public Library for three
and a half years.

How does the library support your
daily quality of life?

When we first moved to Middleton,
my best friend from New York flew
out just to tell me, “Get involved in
the library—it will change your life.”
At that time, | had two little ones,
and the library welcomed us with
open arms. We joined both Toddler
and Preschool programs, which
were being offered online.

The programs are always well
orchestrated and thoughtfully
designed. Each has a theme that’s
relatable to the age group, with handpicked books by Ms. Katie. The sessions are filled with
songs, dancing, ASL, and plenty of parent-child interaction. Storytime feels intimate, almost like
a Mr. Rogers episode, making it so inviting and warm. When we were finally able to attend in
person, the library quickly became more than just a place—we found a community that felt like
family.

Share funny or interesting stories about any experiences you have had at the library.

After COVID ended, my little ones couldn’t wait to get back to the library! They loved storytime
with singing, dancing, and take-home art projects. It took us a whole year to finally venture
upstairs and discover even more to explore. The highlight for my little ones? The stairs! We
spent countless hours exploring both sets of stairs, with my kids excited to tackle them every
Tuesday and Thursday after programs with Ms. Katie, Ms. Jenn, and Jen.



I want to personally thank every Middleton Library patron for their patience as my little ones
discovered stairs in public for the first time. It was a joy watching them climb, and it’'s a memory |
will always treasure.

What is your favorite thing about visiting the library?

What | love most is seeing people rediscover
the library. Some are first-timers, others are
lifelong patrons, and many are somewhere in
between. The library is truly a community gem,
offering something for everyone. Parents can
find playgroups for their little ones and learn
about fun artists like Laurie Berkner. Adults can
enjoy programs like yoga or cooking classes.
And Ms. Amy’s Library in the Park and the
anticipation of the Bookmobile are just more
examples of the library’s far-reaching impact.
It’s so uplifting to call Middleton Library my L
hometown library, both in person and online.
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Anything else about yourself or the library that would be helpful for others to know?

Something I've learned over time is that it truly takes a village to raise a family, and the
Middleton Library is part of that village for us. It's a non-judgmental, welcoming, and caring
space that'’s filled with the most dedicated people. Whether you're visiting daily, weekly,
monthly, or even just occasionally, the library will always be there to help. Getting involved is
easy, whether you're single, part of a couple, or have a family. The Friends of the Library are a
great resource, and there are always opportunities to donate time or resources.

Something I've learned as a parent - the library is a safe space for children to grow, learn, and
explore. It's a place where my little ones are building their educational foundation, grounded in
our family’s core values. The Middleton Library has played a huge role in shaping their early
learning experience, and for that, I'm so grateful.




