
 

 

 

Monthly Road Map Report  

March, 2025 

 

Month in Review & Highlights: 

March was a busy month that included a full week of spring break programming the Middleton 

Public Library offered 75 programs across various formats—in-person, outreach, virtual, and 

self-directed—with a total attendance of 2,033 participants. Several programs saw particularly 

high engagement:  

Passive Program/Self-Directed: Mathematical Mysteries  

Participation: 240 

A wildly successful passive program—this one clearly sparked 

curiosity and engagement! 

 

Bingo! (4 sessions) 

Attendance: 142 

Bingo remains a major hit—it’s fun and social format draws 

participants of all ages. 

 

Pi Day Pizza Tasting  

Attendance: 132 

Food + math = success! This creative tie-in to Pi Day was a big hit. 

 

Tiny Tots Storytime: (2 sessions) 

Attendance: 127 

How many toddlers and caregivers can fit in the 

Friends Community Room…?!  

Preschool Storytime: (2 sessions) 

Attendance: 116 

Preschoolers, their caregivers, and groups continue to 

turn out in strong numbers.  

All Ages LEGO Day! (2 sessions combined) 

Attendance: 106 

LEGO fun for everyone—these sessions continue to 

bring in an all-ages crowd, and patrons love seeing 

the final projects on display throughout the building. 



 

 

Other highlights included: baby 

chicks!, movies, escape rooms, 

Cyber CSI, Pokemon Trading 

Day, ACT Diagnostic testing for 

high school juniors, a 'Tween 

Writers' Workshop that 

culminated in a celebration of the 

work the kids put into the writing 

workshop and each kid got a 

copy of the zine they created 

together (photo left).  

 

There is a new exhibition in the Christensen Family Art Gallery organized by 

the members Memory Cloth Circle.  This is a group of professional and non-

professional women artists from diverse backgrounds who meet weekly to 

share ideas, inspiration, stories and resources as they stitch their own original 

works.  Using embroidery, applique, collage and mixed media, these artists 

add their own layer of narrative, creativity and memories to vintage and 

repurposed fabrics.   

“Today I had a delightful session with I believe was Samantha. I was there for 

the last session of the day at 3:30 to 4:00. I want you to know that she is 

excellent at this service. I do not not have a very good knowledge base to work 

from and no 12 year old in my house to teach me. She was patient, 

knowledgeable, compassionate, and easy to work with. I have had the joy of 

working with her more than once and if I ever need more assistance I will be sure to use this 

service again. Please let her know how much I appreciate her help. Yours in technology.” -D.Allen, 

Loyal Library User. 

Thanks to Library Assistant, Kira, for sharing her 
love and knowledge of chickens! 

Madison Police Department Investigator, Brian Shaul, shared a 
presentation the field of digital forensics police work and solved 
crimes with kids using techniques like finger printing. . 



 

 

Looking Ahead: 

 National Library Week April 6-12, 

2025 

 April’s theme at the library is “Out 

of This World’ and the library is 

celebrating all things space and a 

special event with Sky Dome 

Planetarium on no-school day April 

21st!  

 Bookmobile Kickoff Saturday April 

12th 10am-2pm 

 Diorama season is back at the 

library...and it’s “out of this world.”  

Vote on your favorite! 

 More events and descriptions on 

midlibrary.org/events 

 

By the Numbers: 

SCLS maintains a data dashboard for WI 

libraries and it is updated with 2024 data.   

Volunteers – thanks to the teen volunteers 

for unboxing and stickering the StoryWalk 

and Bookmobile Kickoff books! 38 hours 

total for the month of March - 30 of which 

were done by 18 teen volunteers.  

 

Advocacy in Action: 

The Institute of Museum and Library 

Services (IMLS) awarded Wisconsin's 

Department of Public Instruction (DPI) only 

partial 2025 LSTA funding — $1.6 million, 

about half of last year’s amount. While IMLS intends to provide the rest, it's uncertain and 

delayed due to staffing shortages. DPI will prioritize essential services and salaries, meaning 

they will not open subawards to library systems this July as usual. Programs previously funded 

by these subawards (like AMH for LINKcat, RFID tagging, Trustee Training Week, and CE 

scholarships) may need alternate funding or be paused. Libraries can check their 2024 annual 

report (section V, line 4) to see their LSTA funding and gauge potential impacts. While the 

situation is serious, the SCLS is well-prepared, and there’s an opportunity to educate and 

innovate. 

Take a look at the facts and take action!  https://mywisconsinlibrary.org 

https://www.scls.info/data-services/dashboards/fast-facts
https://mywisconsinlibrary.org/


 

 

 

 

Bookmobile Kickoff Preparation! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Sensory Stations offer kids an opportunity to get create and messy while 
practicing fun associations with letters.  

Have you spotted the Lego galaxy in the library?  All projects 
go on display after the all ages effort.  

Betsy Draine and Michael Hinden discussed their latest book, The Bones of Bascom Hall with 27 
readers.  Cora, a usually ‘very good girl’ attracted over 250 comments and 600+ shares on Facebook.  


