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StoryWalk runs through June 1 with over 20
downtown businesses participating. Thanks
to the Friends of the library for supporting free
copies of the book for readers to follow along
with! There is another StoryWalk scheduled
for fall 2025.
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From a creative intergalactic diorama contest
to a planetarium on the main floor, to a brand
new bookmobile in the parking lot, April was
out of this world!
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603 people voted for almost 50 entries in
the “Out of this World” Diorama contest.

University of Wisconsin Professor, Thomas Beatty, presented to 45 adults on the question of
‘are we along in the universe?’ Beatty was engaging and made a science-heavy topic very
accessible with lots of interest and questions from the audience. A couple of attendees
mentioned that it was their first time visiting the library (they came just for the talk) and a
couple of others stopped to let staff know how much they appreciate the diverse programming
at the library.



“Dear Jennie, The planetarium show was

awesome!! Thank you (and all the Middleton
librarians) who helped put this together. Sarah loved
it - she was laying on my lap staring up at the ceiling
and she kept saying "It's just so beautiful" over and
over again. What a huge win! We talked about the
planets all the way home, and she was so excited to
tell her mama all about the "pretty animals" in the sky
and the amazing things she saw. | want to thank you once again for everything you do to make
Thursday morning storytime so wonderful for the kids. It really has been a highlight of my stay-
at-home dad adventure, and | am so grateful that | can count on this as a win each week for
Sarah and Henry. We talk about you all the time at home, and the kids love to re-enact
storytime and replay the theme of the week at home. It means the world to me to have a place
where we can show up and know that the kids will be so happy and | can relax a bit and let
them explore and enjoy everything (although clearly Henry has been
taking a bit too much advantage of that recently with his moving of the
whiteboard and going for the computer - that stinker. His sister never
did that, but he is such a boy). Early on, | took Sarah to storytimes all
over Madison before we discovered yours, and we have never looked
back even though it's a bit of a journey for us to get out to Middleton
for it (I wish | could blame our lateness on
that, but alas, that's on me). It just shows
that everything that you are doing to
prepare for these amazing events, as
well as your special kindness and
enthusiasm with the kids, makes all the difference. | am so
appreciative and grateful for it! Thanks again”- Dylan (Sarah and
Henry's dad)




Movies continue to be popular, with 48 adults at ‘Wicked’. In association with their exhibit “The Art of Aging" on display on the main
level, the Memory Cloth Circle hosted a “Stitch-In" adult craft event.
Members of Memory Cloth Circle demonstrated stitching and embroidery,
offered individual instruction, and explained the origin of the group and the
nature of memory cloths.

Other outreach events include the Annual

P ROG RAM MI N G MCPASD Family Info Day, MHS

lunchtime visits, and the Youth Center

APRIL 2025 Spring Cultural Showcase. The

bookmobile made its debut outing at the

CITY oF MIDDLETON PUBLIC LIBRARY Earth Day Every Day Sustainability Fair.
The bookmobile kickoff event hosted

@ ‘ O IN PE RSON 591 visitors and served 6 full-size sheet
@eom PROGRAMS cakes! This was a fantastic way to

celebrate National Library Week and
59 events 2.711 attendees introduce the community to this new

support for services! It was great to

OUTREACH include the MPD in the event featuring
PROGRAMS their new community drone program.

13 events 415 attendees

SELF-DIRECTED
PROGRAMS

2 events 653 attendees

> VIRTUAL/LIVE-STREAMED
w—=w 3 events 98 attendees

GRAND TOTAL ATTENDANCE

3 8 7 7 Trustees, Phillips, Paulisse, Adler Crow/Trustee
’ President, Mayor Kuhn, and Director Sansing

presented a Proclamation at the April 1 Common
Council Meeting in honor of National Library
Week.



https://www.wmtv15news.com/2025/04/12/middleton-public-library-host-bookmobile-launch-party-saturday/




Looking Ahead:

Grades
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Learn everything you need to
create your own bowls (or plates)
with the freshest, most nutritious
and culinarily delicious ingredients.
Ready set — it's market-time!

Learn about robotics from
Middleton area students who
competed in an international

robotics competition!

Register at midlibrary.org/events

If you need accommodations to attend this event, b
please contact info@midlibrary.org or 608-827-7403.

Check out the new selection of book club kits and refreshed board game collections! Summer
Reading Kickoff is just around the corner on June 11! Special events coming up include:

e Music Bingo for Adults — June 10 @ 6:00 PM

¢ Middleton Pride: June 14 @ 1:00 PM

e Bubble Wonders: June 21 @ 2:00 PM

e Saturday Storytime: Music — June 21 @ 10:00 AM

e Make Music Middleton — June 21

e Pokemon Trading Day: June 24 @ 2:00 PM

¢ Middleton Players Theatre Showcase — June 26 @ 6:00 PM

“I feel very lucky to have a library and its staff so dedicated and forward thinking in the
Middleton community. /ts programming has offered me options | hadn’t even considered. |
enjoyed the webinar with Gottlieb very much and it was easy to access. (Thank goodness). |
always expect and experience some sort of on line glitch in these situations. Thank you for all
you do and do so well." — virtual LSC attendee

Strategic Focus:

Thriving together means making a commitment to
supporting continuing educational opportunities for
staff. This month Library Assistant, Gloria attended a
‘Lead the Way’ workshop on outreach and
engagement. Katharine and Anne P. attended the
Wisconsin Association of Public Libraries conference
in Oshkosh, while Liz and Jenn S. presented there on
‘How to Host a Ren Faire’.




Patron Spotlight
| ( SPEAK UP
' Brittany Leigh is 2t Middleton Public Library.

April 12 at 211PM - Middieton - &

Absolutely BEAUTIFUL moming volunteering at the Bookmobile Kickoff Party with Griffin! He
signed up to work the swag and cake tables (which is amazing since he can't EAT the cake but is
willing to cut and serve it to everyone..and apparently consoled other food allergy sweeties who
were disappointed that they couldn't have it) while | photographed the event.

Become a Friends of the Middleton Public Library friend by joining here! It's so simple and | LOVE
being a supportive friend of my local library.
https://www.midfriends.org/

Small donations, big donations, regular donations, one time donations...all donations help us
deliver free English classes to adult learners in the community wishing to learn (many have
immigrated here and free English classes help so much), books for the bookmobile to take to local
parks and neighborhoods, and for our Storywalk (a way to allow the library to connect the
community with small local businesses). All such amazing things!




