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Month in Review & Highlights: 

Every 5-7 years the South Central Library System (SCLS) forms a committee to explore and 

analyze the systems shared Integrated Library System (ILS).  This includes the staff facing side, 

Bibliovation, and the patron facing side, LINKcat.  This decision represents over six months of 

work and will be implemented over the course of 2026.  More details on updated features and 

timelines coming later this year.   

 

Participants 

to the ‘Pet 

Embroidery’ 

program 

learned 

basic 

embroidery 

stickes and 

were ble to 

bring home 

all materials 

needed to 

finish their 

projects.  

May programs by 

audience: 

  Children Ages 0-5: 

 22 programs 

 808 attendees 

  Children Ages 6-11: 

 14 programs 

 2,254 attendees 

  Teens Ages 12-18: 

 4 programs 

 293 attendees 

  Adults Ages 19+: 

 19 programs 

 419 attendees 

  All Ages: 

 4 programs 

 373 attendees 

May Program by  

format: 

  Total Programs: 71 

Total Attendance: 

4,167 

  Outreach Programs: 

 21 programs 

 2,785 attendees 

  Live-

Streamed/Virtual: 

 3 programs 

 69 attendees 

  Self-Directed: 

 1 program 

 150 participants 

  In-Person 

Programs: 

 47 programs 

 1,513 attendees 



In partnership with Dane County 

Library System Mr. Ricado is 

offering Spanish storytimes where 

kids and caregivers can participate 

in interactive activities.  

Multilanguage storytimes haven 

been in demand since reopening 

from the pandemic in 2021. 

Each year the Outreach and 

Enagement Librarian, along with the 

Youth Services team, visits as many 

schools as possible to promote the 

summer reading program and get 

kids excited about coming to the 

library over the summer. This May, 

the team visited school visits ten 

times and got 3,315 students 

pumped for SRP! 

 

Elizabeth Crawford provided a wonderful program to 30 people on 

everything you need to create your own meals with ‘Market to Table 

Cooking’.  Yoga instructor, Patrick Cunningham and puppies from 

Wisconsin Bound Dog Rescue were a huge hit, and there were lots of 

smiles and thank you’s from families and caregivers for hosting the second 

annual ‘Toddler Prom’.   

THUNDERHeads from BadgerBots demoed their First Tech Challenge 

game robot! Entered in an international robotics competition against 7000 

teams, 14 students from the Middleton area worked together to design, 

build and program a robot to play a new game. The team demonstrated 

their robot's capabilities, discuss the design process, show how robotics 

develop STEM and teamwork skills and more!  



Always a huge hit, Mark Moran, appraised antiques in 

front of an audience of 60 attendees.  

The bookmobile made a special appearance at the 

Dane County Directory Meeting where it parked 

alongside two of the three Dane County vehicles.  It 

also made a visit to the SCLS headquarters to 

celebrate the system’s 50th anniversary. 

Speak up for Libraries! Campaign continues with a postcard push.  Stop by the library to pick 

yours up and let your elected officials know how much your library means to you!  

 

 

 

 

 

In the News 

Several Wisconsin libraries and librarians are 

featured in the PBS documentary, ‘Free for 

All: The Public Library. 

 

A video that staff made is now part of PBS's 

ALA presentation at the upcoming national 

conference https://linktr.ee/PBSWIatALA 

 

https://www.pbs.org/independentlens/documentaries/free-for-all/
https://www.pbs.org/independentlens/documentaries/free-for-all/
https://linktr.ee/PBSWIatALA


By the Numbers: Collection and Funding 

 

 

How have my library's total 

operating expenses and 

expenditures changed over 

time?  In 2024 70% of the 

total operating budget was 

spent on salaries and 

benefits and 11% was spent 

on physical library materials  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do my library's physical 

circulation and physical 

collection spending 

correlate? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

What does 

my library's 

ILL data look 

like over 

time? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How has my 

library's 

eContent 

use changed 

over time? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Looking Ahead: 

The Black Star Drumline is kicking off SRP at 

5:30pm on Thursday July 12!   

Traveling over the summer and want to brush 

up on your language skills?  Attend ‘Learning 

Mango Languages’ on June 25, 6pm 

Don’t forget to visit the bookmobile at the park 

this summer!  Celebrate PRIDE with the library 

and parks and recreation at the ‘Rainbow 

Rave’ on June 27 1-4 at the Bauman 

Community Pool. The bookmobile will also be 

joining the fun at the Stone Horse Green Pride 

event on June 14.   

The bookmobile is going to the free lunch 

program at MHS on Wednesdays, July 2, 9, 

16, and 23rd 11:00am-12:30pm.  There will 

be books to borrow, return, and of course, 

lots of free books for kids and teens to 

choose from outside the bookmobile.  It’s 

also visiting the free lunch program at 

Kromrey on Thursdays, July 10, 17, 24, and 

31st from 12-12:30pm.  This will be a table 

inside the cafeteria and all attendees can 

choose a free book each week we are 

there.   

 

In an effort to meet the continued demand for 

space, the lower level ‘Local History Room’, 

was rearranged and is being used as a non-

reservation, overflow, flexible space.  Local 

author and history materials were moved the 

Mack Reading Room for more visibility, while 

some materials were given to city department 

heads for evaluation and digitization.  Year 

books and microfilm reader were moved to 

more accessible areas.   

 

So far, in 2025 the library’s four study rooms were  

booked 2,566 times for 4,170 hours – that is 77% reserved use of total availability. 



You may start to see some fresh new labels on materials as Library Resources works to 

continually improve efficiencies and quality control. 

The library continues to advocate for the immediate need to expand in conjunction with the 

Community Campus Planning Committee (CCC) and City Council.  Three recommendations 

have been made from the CCC to the City Council for consideration.  Consultants from EUA are 

expected to deliver a final report at the City Council meetings July 1 or 15.   

The summer session of Community English classes has started and runs through August 13th.  

They meet every Wednesday in the Friends Community Room and thanks to the Friends of the 

library for supporting this service!  

 

Staff Spotlights 

Library Assistant, Gloria, attended, ‘Strengths in Community: An Unconference for Black, 

Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) Library Workers’.  This half day workshop was 

designed to uplift and center the experiences of BIPoC library workers in Wisconsin and 

focused on networking, discussion, and learning, highlighting the following topics: Tribal and 

Indigenous libraries BIPoC-centered mental health & mindfulness Workplace culture & 

community building. 

Public Services Supervisor, Megan O’Keefe presented at an "Outreach Services Roundtable: 

Exploring Library Home Delivery Services". This four speaker panel with 24 participants talked 

about how libraries operate their home delivery systems. There were lots of questions about 

liability, eligibility, and how books are selected and sent. 

Congrats to our graduates! Anna and Annie both graduated with their Masters in Library 

Science.  Maya and Jodi are now high school graduates and headed to the University of Iowa 

and UCLA.  Way to go!  
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Middleton Public Library Community English
Spring 2025 Highlights Report

​Thank you for your continued collaboration in serving English language learners in our
community! With your support, students this semester practiced introductions,

describing family, giving directions, healthcare literacy, multi-cultural awareness skills,
navigating library resources, grocery shopping, cooking, and small talk.

About Instruction

This semester we maximized resources and services by forming a 3 organization
partnership among Middleton Library, MCPASD, and Literacy Network.

This approach helped us serve a total of
47 students!

Beginner In-Person Class mostly at Sauk Trail Elementary
26 students enrolled, class average of 11

Intermediate In-Person Class at Middleton Library
21 students enrolled, class average of 10 students attending.

About Middleton Library Students

Total enrollment: 21 intermediate students
Average weekly attendance: 10 students

Students are from Colombia, Honduras, Mexico, Russia, and Venezuela.



52% of students are women.

7 students are parents of children under 18.

Students ages ranged from 31 to 64.

9 students live within the 53562 zip code.

6 students continued from a previous semester.

7 students heard about the class through the Middleton Library or MCPASD.

Feedback from Students

100% of students surveyed reported that this class helped them to
improve English speaking, listening, reading, or writing skills .

100% of students surveyed reported that this class helped them to
feel more confident communicating in English.

100% of students surveyed want to continue
taking English classes next semester.

"Very good teacher!"

"Thank you"

"Teacher Angie is super nice and prepared to share her knowledge."

"I really enjoyed"

"I'd like to practice more conversation for everyday things."

"Excellent opportunity close to home!"

Your Feedback

Please consider providing feedback about your experience with our program by emailing Bex Fabrizio at
bex@litnetwork.org. We truly appreciate your time and value your suggestions.

STAY CONNECTED


