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Month in Review & Highlights: 

5 Top Attended Events: 

1. Summer Reading Program (Goal 
Completers) - 1,113 attendees 

2. WayForward Resources Backpack 
Giveaway at St. Luke’s (Outreach) - 526 
attendees 

3. Good Neighbor Festival 
(Outreach/Bookmobile) - 481 attendees 

4. National Night Out (Outreach/Bookmobile) - 450 attendees 
5. Library Idol Awards (K-Pop Demon Hunters edition) - 429 voters 

Age Group Number of Programs Total Attendance 

Children Ages 0-5 9 412 

Children Ages 6-11 11 829 

Teens Ages 12-18 8 504 

Adults Ages 19+ 15 293 

All Ages 17 3,548 

TOTAL 60 5,586 

August is always a big month 

for big community events!  Thanks to all the volunteers who 

helped out with the summer reading program and walked in the 

GNF Parade.  The daily average door count for the month was 894 

with the busiest day on August 12th at 1,297 visitors.  New 

partnerships included teaming up with Sauk Trail Elementary 

School to bring the bookmobile to ‘Back to School @Spring Tree 

Apartments’ and the Goddard School ‘End of Summer Luau’.  The 

bookmobile made its GNF debut at the festival grounds and in the 

parade with bubbles – winning the parade entry for Best 

Community Non-profit!  470 books were given to 526 smiling kids 

and caregivers at the annual ‘Back Pack Giveaway’.  Additional 
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outreach efforts this month included ‘Free Books’ @Pope Farm 

Elementary and Capital Flight’s ‘Cars Curing Kids’. There were lots 

of movie options at the library this month with the highlight being 

the ‘Interactive Princess Bride’.    22 attendees worked in scenario 

based groups to 

interact hands-on 

with artificial 

intelligence.  The 

topic of AI 

continues to be of 

high interest to 

adults with strong 

program turnouts.   

 

 

 Thanks to everyone who made the 

2025 GNF Parade a HUGE success!  

Beep Beep Beep!  



 

 

Mr. Joe Show closed out SRP with snow cones 

and balloon animals!  1,113 readers returned their reading logs and that is 124 more 

than last year.  While this total does not represent total participation, those that meet 

their goal are counted and entered into the prize drawing.  Several dozen winners were 

drawn this year, a great way to end the summer!  

 

Looking Ahead: 

The AMH (automated materials handling) system is currently 

down and awaiting parts.  Middleton’s sorter is the oldest in 

the state of WI and barely hanging on.  This accounts for 

approximately 2.5 FTE and runs 24/7.  Part of the sorter is still 

operable, but parts are getting harder to find and taking 

longer to arrive.  Replacement costs are expected to be 

approximately $350k and are included in the 2026 Capital 

Budget request.  The 2025 request was denied.  

‘Chief’s Chat’ – Tuesday Sept. 16th, 2025 5pm Corner 

Conference Room.  In an effort to get in front of the 

community Police Chief Thompson will hold 2-3 chats/year. 

‘WayForward Panel on Housing Insecurity’ – Thursday Oct. 

23rd, 6:30pm Archer Room.  This is the second year the library 

has hosted important community topics with WayForward. 

The annual Wisconsin Library Association is around the corner and registration is open.  The conference 

is in Middleton this year and the library has five staff attending, with room for two trustees. 

 

By the Numbers: 

This summer the library experienced approximately 14 violations of the behavior policy.  While incidents 

typically spike in the hottest months when the library is often the busiest, this summer the library 

directors spent a lot of time working together to solve patron challenges, work with MPD when 

necessary, and communicate with staff.   



 

 

In a recent five-city case study by the Urban Library Council, data clearly shows that downtown public 

libraries are helping to draw people to city centers and are major contributors to community vitality.   

 

Patron Spotlight:  

Hi Jocelyne, thanks for giving me an opportunity to express my love for my library – I couldn’t think of a 

better way to share, then through a love letter.    

Dear Library,  

You beautiful gem on Hubbard Avenue—how you've captured my heart! Every time I walk through your 

doors, I'm reminded why I fell for you in the first place. When my kids were smaller, your Tuesday 

morning Preschool Storytimes become the soundtrack to my week, watching little ones discover the 

magic you've always shown me. From your book clubs to meditation classes, from Canva workshops to 

movie screenings—you never stop surprising me with new ways to grow together. I adore how you 

embrace both tradition and innovation. Your Art Gallery showcases our local talent, while your LINKcat 

system connects me to treasures across South Central Wisconsin. Your seasonal Sunday hours respect 

our Wisconsin rhythms, and your wireless printing saves me countless trips into the office. You provide 

more than just books, music, and movies—you're the beating heart of our Middleton community, where 

neighbors become friends over shared stories and your librarians remember not just our names, but our 

reading dreams.  Thank you for being my sanctuary just minutes from my home and office in downtown 

Madison, my refuge from the hustle, and my proof that the best love stories happen right here in 

Middleton.  

Forever yours, Suki (a devoted Middleton reader and library lover).” 

 

Strategic Focus: 

Community Partnerships are one of the library’s many specialties and Middleton does a LOT to support 

its schools.     

MHS: 

 Curriculum support: interactive presentations at the school with the Child Development Class 

about reading and choosing books for preschoolers (3 total presentations) 

 Host Child Development Class at the library for browsing the picture book collection and 

working on an assignment 

 Visits to the high school during the 9-12th grade lunch periods giving away library discards, 

promoting events, etc. (4 total visits during school year) 

 Visits to the high school during free lunch program during the summer giving away free books 

for kids & teens, SRP and event info, etc. (4 visits during summer)  ( BOOKMOBILE) 

 ESL summer school visit to the library for tour and library card sign up. 

 

KROMREY: 

 Curriculum support: help to acquire/check out material through the school librarian but for 

teachers to borrow (requests of multiple copies of books and DVDs made by school librarian) 
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 Summer Reading Promo visits (all grades visited) 

 Summer free book giveaway collaborations with school librarians from Kromrey, Pope Farm, 

Northside, Sauk Trail, and Elm Lawn (6 total throughout summer/BOOKMOBILE) 

 Visits to the afterschool Youth Center program giving away free library discards (5 visits during 

school year) 

 Youth Center Spring Showcase 

 Family Wellness Morning @ Kromrey ( BOOKMOBILE) 

 

ELEMENTARY: 

 2nd grade field trips to the library (library cards, library info, tour, checkout) 

 Summer Reading Promo visits 

 Summer free book giveaway collaborations with Pope Farm, Northside, Sauk Trail, Elm Lawn, 

and Kromrey librarians (6 total) (BOOKMOBILE) 

 Camp Invention Visits Summer 2025  (BOOKMOBILE) 

 Summer Kickoff @ Springtree Apartments (BOOKMOBILE) 

 

4K & Early Childhood Classroom: 

 Storytime visits each month (10 storytimes each month) 

 Attended Early Learning Center open house 

 

In the past the library has attended school info days, back to school nights, and job fairs at MHS.  

Director Sansing and Trustee Paulisse will present this and more at MPASD’s Board and Committee for 

Teaching and Learning meeting September 25th.    

 

 

Sharing the Impact: 

“Katelyn proudly chose and made this recipe from her 

air fryer cookbook that she chose as her Summer 

Reading Program prize. We appreciate that the 

summer reading program is all ages allowing for a 

more variety of books to win and we're specifically 

sending kudos to whoever included cookbooks in the 

prize bookshelf.  ~Heidi” 

“Hi Katie, I just showed Caleb this email and there was such a huge grin  He’s so excited for his prize! 

And “earliest convenience” to him means “this afternoon”…so we’ll be there soon!  By the way, thanks so 

much for everything you do there- we love the Middleton library, and it means a lot to him (and me!) 

that you know him by name. I know he’s very shy and it takes a bit to get him to respond, but he honestly 

talks about you and activities at the library all the time. Looking forward to a new year of events starting 

soon! – Erica” 
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Middleton Public Library Community English
Summer 2025 Highlights Report

​Thank you for your continued collaboration in serving English language learners in our
community! With your support, students this semester practiced introductions, making small

talk, getting to know someone, food vocabulary and grocery shopping, communicating at
work, and preparing for job interviews.

About Instruction

This semester we maximized resources and services by forming a 3 organization partnership
among Middleton Library, MCPASD, and Literacy Network.

This approach helped us serve a total of
42 students!

Intermediate In-Person Class at Middleton Library
21 students enrolled, class average of 12 students attending.

Middleton Library had it's highest average attendance yet! Thank you for your
recruitment and referral support!

Beginner In-Person Class mostly at Sauk Trail Elementary
21 students enrolled, class average of 11 students attending.



About Middleton Library Students

Total enrollment: 21 intermediate students
Average weekly attendance: 12 students

Students are from Colombia, Honduras,
Mexico, Puerto Rico, Russia, and Uruguay.

62% of students are women.

9 students are parents of children under 18.

Students ages ranged from 18 to 72.

9 students live within the 53562 zip code.

5 students continued from a previous
semester.

6 new students heard about the class
through the Middleton Library.

Feedback from Students

100% of students surveyed reported that this class helped them to
improve English speaking, listening, reading, or writing skills .

100% of students surveyed reported that this class helped them to
feel more confident communicating in English.

"I like the teacher and my classmates."

"I like we are speaking all the time with each other to learn."

"I like this class. I like the teacher. She is sweet and passionate. Next semester I want to review
grammar and vocabulary."

"I like the class because the teacher is very good. She is empathetic and well prepared I need
this community to learn English."

"I'm grateful for the teacher. Thank you so much. I'm learning a lot. It's good for me because
I'm looking for a new job."

"The teacher helps when we don't understand something."

Your Feedback

Please consider providing feedback about your experience with our program by emailing Bex Fabrizio at
bex@litnetwork.org. We truly appreciate your time and value your suggestions.


