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Month in Review & Highlights:

September programming emphasized regular weekly
programs, cultural events, like the Manhattan Short
Film Festival, Music and History of the West African
Kora, and consistent outreach to schools and early
learning centers as school resumes session. The
library maintained strong community partnerships with
old and new efforts while transitioning from summer's
large-scale events to fall's more focused early literacy
and educational programming. Overall visitors were

down from August at 21,443, as
historically trends for
September. Madison Area
Chinese Community
Organization (MACCO) invited
the bookmobile to a Moon
Festival at Kromrey Middle
School. There were a variety of
activities such as info tables,
crafts, face painter,




performances and the library gave away 82 books. 254 anglers attended the Optimist’'s
annual Cops and Bobbers event at Lakeview Park and 12 determined kids competed in
the 2025 Middleton Public Library Mario Kart Tournament.

The library hosted the first
“Chief’'s Chat” with Middleton
Chief of Police, Steven
Thompson with 17 people of all
ages in attendance. This
sessions topic focused on
Immigration Enforcement and
MPD’s role, as well as open
guestions ranging from traffic
control to safety in schools. The
goal moving forward is to conduct
these 2-3 times a year or as
needed.




Looking Ahead:

What's Happening with Housing?

Causes, Impacts, and Solutions to Dane County’s Housing Crisis

Big thanks to the Friends of the Library for Thursday, October 23
funding Spooky Science Spectacular! This 6:30 p.m. to 7:45 p.m.
aII-ages event is offered twice and Middleton Public Library, downstairs Archer Room (through the lobby stairwell)

celebrates the Wisconsin Science Festival.
What's Happening in Housing is a panel

organized by WayForward and hosted at the OINLOCAL LEAT
library with Director Sansing facilitating. "
Where’s the bookmobile in October? Here

unity know that we

are a few! Visit midlibrary.org/events for il oac R S R ity hem a1
more- PANEL =1

Taylor Rozman, Housing Stability Director, WayForward Resources
Amy Poole, Families in Tr ordinator, Middleton Cross Plains Area School District
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Morning at Kromrey
October 25 Infinity Martial Arts Trunk or Treat
October 30 Stone Horse Green Spooky Stroll

National Friends of the Library Week October 1 Get fea:y t; ha"'(e . o SP°:’k;t:°“|'a’ ;
. T time at the Spooky Science Spectacular! Explore
- |
19-25. Become a friend! Midfriends.org science and engineering concepts with a sweet

(and spooky!) Halloween twist. There's something
for everyone to enjoy and learn along the way!

Registration appreciated. Please register for one session only.

Strateqic Focus: Children 8 and under must be accompanied by an adult.
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2, 1-4pm. HUGE thanks to the Friends of the Library for
supporting special services and request for 2026. Here is
an example of one of the many services the FOL support.

The 1000 Books Before Kindergarten journals are getting
an upgrade! These record books will be given away after
the patron registers for the program using the online
registration from the event calendar. The program will be
advertised in the children's area, online, and at events.
Along with the journal, they would receive information,
early literacy tips, and the stickers they get for each
month at registration. Displays and further ideas for



https://www.midlibrary.org/Portals/0/publicdocs/Strategic%20Road%20Map.pdf
https://www.midlibrary.org/Portals/0/publicdocs/Strategic%20Road%20Map.pdf

engagement will result in a higher quality program for the library’s youngest readers.

In the News:

One of North America’s largest publishers, Baker and Taylor announced its closure.
Founded in 1828, was considered one of the largest distributors of print and audiovisual
materials for libraries, serving more than 4,000 institutional customers and employing
more than 900 people. In addition to its role as a distributor of materials, the company
offered Customized Library Services for shelf-ready materials, the BTCat cataloging
utility, and a variety of other products and services for libraries. Most libraries are
switching to the distributor, Ingram, and increased costs are likely.

As Middleton Library plans for the future as part of the Community Campus Project, here are
some facilities to inspire as part of the annual Library Journal Design showcase. In Wisconsin
the Department of Public Instruction updated the 4™ edition of the Public Library Space Needs
tools. These resources were used in 2016, 2019, and 2024 as part of updating the Middleton
Library space needs plan.

Staff Spotlight:

There are over six staff and two trustees attending WLA this year!
There were at least three staff who took their photo with the one piece
of volunteer corn from the back parking lot.

A couple of weeks ago | was at an event at your library and |
was talking to another patron about what | like about your
library, and some librarians overheard me and asked me to
email the director. 1 lost the card they gave me with the
director's email address, so please forward this to the director.
We are from Portage, which is about an hour away from the library, but we have a
weekly appt on the way side of Madison. This summer, my 9 yo son and | started
exploring libraries in the Madison area- every week we'd try a new one. Until we tried
the Middleton library- now he doesn't want to go anywhere else. He loves this library
because of the groups of peers he can play Minecraft with. This was especially true
during the summer, but he still gets to connect work one or two kids these days, mus
sitting minecraft club. He was also excited about using the switch on the library to show
me new games. | love how kid friendly it is. He can talk and play with new friends, and
he doesn't have to be silent. The library is full of both kids and adults having
conversations at normal volumes, and those that want silence can go to designated
areas. It feels like a place of true community. We've had terrible with other libraries
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chastising it's for noise levels, especially when he was a young child with ADHD. They
made us feel unwelcome. But that is not the case here. He pays video games and
makes friends, | work on my laptop, and we check out some board games and books
almost every week. Plus we like the programming. Legos and Minecraft club are his
favorites. I've been doing some adult programs as well while he plays video games. So
thank you for being such a welcoming space that enriches both of our lives. — Jessica”

“Today | had a Techno
Minute with Samantha
and it was wonderful.
Although we were not
able to find a solution
to my 2010 Quicken
Software Program we
were able to have a
good laugh and the
experience was great.
She did help me figure
out my password
update so that is
something. | dont have a 15-year-old in my house to do this for me, so | am grateful
that our great library offers this service. | have used your staff in the past for other
issues and they are always great. Thanks. David”

By the Numbers:

We are seeing record a record number of applicants for jobs. Most recently, 1,498 job
views and 64 applications for 24hr/week Library Assistant!

End of the summer bookmobile # new visits/events:
service report 2025 YTD: 10

. _ P/ 4
Total outreach visits: 131 # of free items MIDDLETON

given away: 2,094
Bookmobile visits: 38

# special events: 23
Total outreach attendance: 10,361

# storytimes: 56
Total bookmobile attendance: 5,079

# park visits: 12

# school visits: 8




Over the course of the next three months the library board will review and approve the

following library policies per SSWI 43.

Category 1:

Operations & Services

Bookmobile
Circulation
Collection
Home Delivery
Programming,
Events

Room
Reservation
Exhibit and
Display

Statement on
Equity

Category 2: Patron
Relations & Conduct

Library Use
Internet Use
Patron Privacy
Responsibility of
Library Ops
Social Media

Category 3: Safety,
Governance & Special
Circumstances

Active Shooter
Al

Contingency
Epidemic or
Health

Opioid Overdose
Fundraising

Gift

Naming Rights




