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Month in Review & Highlights: 

Library operations were busy the month of October 

with October 30 was the busiest day at 2,199 visitors. 

October programming successfully combined seasonal 

Halloween festivities with regular educational, 

recreational and informational offerings, reaching 

thousands across the community through both in-

person and outreach initiatives. 

The library hosted 85 programs throughout October 

with a total attendance of 5,418 people. 

 Key Halloween Highlights: 

 Spooky Stroll Trick or Treating was the biggest event with 

850 attendees (combined with library and bookmobile at 

the Stone Horse Green) 

 Trunk or Treat @ Infinity Martial Arts: 471 attendees 

 Spooky Science Spectacular: 265 attendees 

 Dr. Magic performance: 179 attendees 

 Skeleton Fashion Show voting: 609 votes 

 Music Bingo for Adults - Halloween Edition: 30 

attendees 

 After Hours Murder Mystery: 22 attendees 

Attendance by Age Group 

 Children (0-5): 37 programs, 1,572 attendees 

 Adults (19+): 24 programs, 455 attendees 

 Children (6-11): 9 programs, 140 attendees 



 

 

 Teens (12-18): 7 programs, 173 attendees 

 All Ages: 8 programs, 3,078 attendees 

Here are what attendees had to say about the “After Dark 

at the Library: A Monstrous Murder Mystery” 

"So fun! 

I was confused about how to figure it 

out, but the scavenger hunt was easy 

for my brain. As an older person, I 

enjoyed being with younger people. I 

learned about this event because my 

friend chose it as her birthday event.”  

 

"The food looked really cool, and the ghost candles were cute."  

"I think I would have liked more explanation or clearer directions at the beginning. I know for 

myself I was just confused about what the heck I was doing. I did enjoy the food and the 

Halloween scavenger hunt. I guess that was more my speed. Thank you so much for all the 

effort you put into the evening."  

"The attention to detail was 

wonderful! So well organized and 

fun!" 



 

 

 

 All Ages Costume Swap: 119 

 Frankentoy Lab: 18 

 Dr. Magic: 179 

 Keva at the Library: 40 

 Special Presenations:  

“Halloween History, 

Folklore, and Customs” with 

Chad Lewis, “Ways to Care 

for Yourself as a Caregiver” 

by Joey Donovan Guido, and 

“A Taste of History” with 

authors and historians, Randi Ramsden and Jane Conway with the Wisconsin Historical 

Society selling copies of the book 



 

 

Looking Ahead: 

Each year every 2nd grade classroom in Middleton makes a field trip to the library.  Staff prepare 

for these by scheduling with classroom teachers, arranging for transportation, and pre-

registering student library cards The public services team plays a huge role in making sure these 

tours with hundreds of students, teachers, and parent volunteers go smoothly by assisting with 

readers’ advisory and checkout.  

The Community Campus Plan 

is scheduled for information 

sessions November 2025 - 

March 2026, staring 

November 19, 5:30 at the 

library. 

Budget 2026 – Public Hearing 

November 5, 2025. 

2026 English Classes will take a pause.  The Madison Literacy Network (MLN) has received 

feedback from students that given the political climate, students are expressing a firm 

preference to attend classes at a location where they already have ties (mostly schools). Since 

the MLN are at capacity with community site partners and have a number of schools who have 

inquired about hosting, they would like to pause English classes at most non-school community 

sites for 2026. The library will still be a part of the curriculum and a resource for students and 

families. 

 

By the Numbers: 

Middleton hosts one of the largest 

incoming ‘holds’ section of all the 

SCLS member libraries.  On 

average Middleton users borrow 

twice as many materials as 

member libraries request of 

Middleton – 2025 monthly 

average of 7,922 lent/sent to 

member libraries and 14,190 borrowed/incoming to Middleton.  This shift has happened over 

the last eight years as the library prioritized space for people, gathering and special collections 

https://www.cityofmiddleton.us/467/Community-Campus-Plan


 

 

like board games.  Simply put, there is no more room for a growing physical collection – when 

items are added to the collection they must also be removed to allow for room.  

Physical material circulation is holding steady at a 2025 YTD monthly average of 41,120 items. 

Digital circulation is up 12.5% over 2024. 

 

As the weather gets colder we are seeing an increase in visitors using the Mack Reading Room, 

all seating throughout the building, and the four study rooms remain in high demand.  Of the 

total time (69 hours/week) the study rooms are available, they are being used 81% of the time. 

 

Strategic Focus: 

118 attendees joined local leaders for the second annual ‘Community Conversations’ Panel in 

partnership with WayForward Resources and the Wisconsin Academy.  This year’s topic focused 

on ‘What’s Happening with Housing?’ Most people in our community know that we have a 

housing problem. Prices are up, options are limited and solutions seem hard to come by. Trying 

to make sense of it all can feel overwhelming. Why has housing become so challenging? How 

do these challenges play out in the lives of people in our community? And most importantly, 

what can we do about it? Library Director, Sansing, facilitated the panel guests including 

Daphne Xu, City and Zoning Administrator from the City of Middleton, Taylor Rozman, Housing 

Stability Director at WayForward Resources, Amy Poole, Families in Transition Coordinator with 

the Middleton Cross Plains Area School District and Nicole Solheim, Senior Vice President, 

Development for Cinnaire Solutions.  This was livestreamed on the library’s YouTube channel 

and 26 people tuned in online.  Collaborations like these hit all of the library’s strategic focus 

areas, especially when it comes to complex topics and a call to action.  Next year’s panel will be 

scheduled in September, prior to National Hunger Action Month (October).    



 

 

 

In the News: 

This year’s Banned Books 

Week Proclamation at City 

Council made the 

Middleton Times-Tribune 

front page news!   

 

Staff Spotlights: 

HUGE congratulations to Middleton Public 

Library’s Deputy Director, Katharine Clark, 

on her outgoing presidency for the Wisconsin Library Association!  Under Katharine’s leadership 

the association had a successful Lobby Day, hired a new Executive Director, and offered 

multiple conferences with the highest attendance in years.  Way to go Katharine and thank you 

for representing Middleton! 

Middleton staff had an excellent turnout at this years’ 

annual conference this month, held at the Middleton 

Marriott.  Head of Adult Services and Youth Services, 

Liz and Katie, tag teamed a programming presentation 

while Katie invited the tween book club readers to 

present with her on their club.  Library Director and 

Outreach & Engagement Librarian, Jocelyne and Amy, 

presented on the bookmobile and 

offered a tour to all conference 

attendees.  Library Page, Claire, 

participated in the poster session and 

three more staff and two library 

board trustees attended. Bonus: 

super-user-patron/Friend of the Library/professional 

photographer, Brittney, was the conference photographer!   


