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Month in Review & Highlights:

The library hosted 61 programs in December with a total
attendance of 2,439 people. Here is a categorical list of the
fun!
Highest Attended

 Toys for Tots @ Sauk Trail Elementary: 442 attendees -large outreach event
 Cozy December Scavenger Hunt: 385 participants- popular self-directed activity
 Coffee and Cookies Pop-Up: 150 attendees -festive community gathering
 Cozy Winter Fest: 129 attendees Middleton HighSchool Lunchtime Visits: 101 students
 Nutcracker Storytime with Madison Ballet: 97attendees - special performance

Age Group
 Children (0-5): 25 programs, 859 attendees
 All Ages: 5 programs, 767 attendees
 Children (6-11): 8 programs, 567 attendees
 Teens (12-18): 6 programs, 128 attendees
 Adults (19+): 12 programs, 108 attendees

Delivery Method
 In-Person: 43 programs, 1,609 attendees
 Outreach: 9 programs, 634 attendees
 Self-Directed: 1 program, 150 attendees
 Live-Streamed/Virtual: 1 program, 24 attendees
 Techno Minute Appointments: 5 appointments, 10 people



Literacy Focused
 Tiny Tots (Hedgehogs, Gingerbread, Days of theWeek): 34-51 per session
 Preschool (Hedgehogs, Gingerbread, Days of theWeek): 23-50 per session
 'Tween Book Club Celebration: 17 attendees
 Adult Book Discussion - Bingo for Books: 15attendees

Winter/Holiday-Themed Programs:
 Sensory Stations - Gingerbread: 42-55 persession
 Nutcracker Storytime with Madison Ballet: 97attendees
 Cozy Winter Fest: 129 attendees
 Monday Movie Matinee - Home Alone: 28attendees

Youth Activities
 2nd Grade Visit (Elm Lawn): 68 students
 Keva @ the Library: 44 participants
 Pokemon Trading Day: 41 attendees
 Chess Club: 14 participants
 Minecraft Club: 8-12 attendees
 Teen Volunteer Meeting: 17 attendees

Ongoing Regular
 Weekly Intermediate English classes: 4-5participants
 Baby Bounce & Bubbles: 7 attendees
 Midweek Makerspace (Fleece Tie Pillows): 22 attendees
 Tech support (Techno Minutes): 1-4 per session
 Teen D&D and Board Games: 1-4 attendees
 Middleton Tech Club: 2-3 attendees

Special
 Cooking Demo with Chef Laura: 21 attendees
 Bilingual Storytime with Local Author (Asi Respiro): 15attendees
 Homeschool Hangout - Legos: 18 attendees



 CI Pediatric Therapies Playgroup: 18 attendees
 BYOC (Bring Your Own Craft): 10 attendees
 Film Screenings: 8-10 attendees

Outreach Impact in December had a strong community presence with 9 outreach programsreaching 634 people:
 Toys for Tots @ Sauk Trail Elementary: 442 attendees
 Middleton High School Lunchtime Visits: 101 students
 Multiple 4K classroom visits (Pooh Bear, Early Learning Center, Middleton Early LearningCenter)
 Cardinal View Senior Living visits
 Early Childhood Class storytimes

Looking Ahead:

Many people are unaware that racially based
housing restrictions existed, or how recently they
were actively used. While these covenants are no
longer legally enforceable, their legacy persists in
housing patterns, property values, generational
wealth gaps, and neighborhood demographics
January welcomes artist, Meghan Rosing
2025 Annual Reports and Statistics will be
presented at the February 10, 2026 Library Board
meeting.



By the Numbers:

December wrap up the annual fall
2nd grade visits with 6 schools and
503 students, teachers, and
chaparones.
In 2025 there were 25 unexpected
transactions related to factility
issues, totalling approximately
$60,100. This exceeds the account
budget of $45,482 by an estimated
$48,000. Issues in December
included broken coils that resulted in a flood
furnance room.
30 people attended the Community Campus
Info Session at City Hall.



As a member of the South Central Library System the Middleton Public Library is included in
system statistics. While physical circulation has been declining on a national level for years,
Middleton has slipped from second to fifth in the system based on patron account location
stats (PSTAT). This is a reflection of a combination of factors including but not limited to
smaller inventory, population growth, and square footage of the building.





In the News:

Funding has been restored to the Federal Institute ofMuseum and Library Services (IMLS funding)
and all grants there were previously terminated are reinstated.
The Wisconsin Public Library Standards Steering Committee has formed and begun work on the
standards for WI libraries. The Steering Committee is part of the Wisconsin Department of Public
Instruction Bureau of Libraries project to review and revise the Wisconsin Public Library
Standards to ensure they provide useful benchmarks for public library evaluation by the Bureau
of Libraries and can be utilized by public libraries for administrative decision making when
planning, evaluating, and improving library services to all state residents.

Staff Spotlight:

The Word of the Year 2025 was CONNECTIONS staff did just that at the annual end of the year
potluck. Staff potlucks and social events are strategic investments in our library's effectiveness.
When our team members connect over shared meals (nachos!) and enjoyable activities (puppy
parties!), they build the trust and camaraderie that translates directly into better collaboration,
more seamless service coverage, and the kind of positive workplace culture that carries public
servants through the tough times. Libraries depend on teamwork and these connections don't
form naturally through work tasks alone. In a profession known for compassion fatigue and
emotional labor, giving our staff opportunities to decompress together and feel valued as
whole people reduces burnout and keeps staff energized to serve our community with the care
and enthusiasm our patrons deserve.

https://www.npr.org/2025/12/04/nx-s1-5633347/libraries-museums-federal-funding-imls-trump-cuts
https://dpi.wi.gov/wilibrariesforeveryone/wi-public-library-standards-steering-committee-work-begins
https://dpi.wi.gov/libraries/public-libraries/planning-evaluation/pl-standards-7th-ed
https://dpi.wi.gov/libraries/public-libraries/planning-evaluation/pl-standards-7th-ed
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Middleton Public Library Community English
Fall 2025 Highlights Report

​Thank you for your continued collaboration in serving English language learners in our
community! With your support, students this fall semester practiced introductions, describing
family, childcare and school communication, parent-teacher conferences, transportation, and

workplace communication.

About Instruction

This semester we maximized resources and services by forming a 3 organization partnership
among Middleton Library, MCPASD, and Literacy Network.

This approach helped us serve a total of
42 students!

Intermediate In-Person Class at Middleton Library
13 students enrolled, class average of 7 students attending.

Beginner In-Person Class mostly at Sauk Trail Elementary
29 students enrolled, class average of 16 students attending.



About Middleton Library Students

Total enrollment: 13 intermediate students
Average weekly attendance: 7 students

Students are from Bolivia, Colombia,
Honduras, Laos, Mexico, and Russia.

83% of students are women.

6 students are parents of children under 18.

Students ages ranged from 21 to 73.

9 students live within the 53562 zip code.

6 students continued from a previous
semester, 2 referred by the library.

2 new students were referred by MCPASD. 5
new students were referred by Literacy

Network

Feedback from Students

100% of students surveyed reported that this class helped them to
improve English speaking, listening, reading, or writing skills .

100% of students surveyed reported that this class helped them to
feel more confident communicating in English.

"I love the way Teacher Kate teaches."

"This class is the perfect level for me."

Your Feedback

Please consider providing feedback about your experience with our program by emailing Bex Fabrizio at
bex@litnetwork.org. We truly appreciate your time and value your suggestions.

STAY CONNECTED

      

Literacy Network | 701 Dane Street | Madison, WI 53713 US


