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Month in Review & Program Highlights: 

May offered 62 programs and 5,151 attendees in total.  Outreach was the dominant driver, accounting 

for 17 programs that brought in 3,374 of those attendees — 65% of the total!  A significant portion of 

May was dedicated to summer reading promotion, with at least 10 outreach visits to local schools across 

elementary and middle school grades. This front-loaded community engagement strategy positions the 

library well heading into summer. 

 

The average in-library program drew about 43 attendees, while outreach programs averaged nearly 200, 

a 4.5x difference. This underscores the efficiency of going to where patrons already are, participating in 

community events, particularly schools during the end-of-year window for SRP promo. The bookmobile 

rolled into summer with two deployments reaching at total of 885 students and attendees at MHS and 

the Stone Horse Green Night Market. 

http://www.midlibrary.org/


 

 

 

Other highlights included:  

Tutu School Pirouette Playdate! -23 attendees 

This is a fun new partnership with a local Middleton 

business.  

Special 4K Storytime – 68 attendees 

This is a program that stopped during COVID and has 

now returned to help families and caregivers 

celebrate the move from 4k to Kindergarten.  

Movie Screening of Zootopia 2 – 59 attendees 

And here are what patrons had to share about 

the Toddler Rave that was attended by 175 

people: 

“We had a great time!”  

“Tattoos and glow sticks were such a surprise! 

Thank you for all the creative ways you bring 

people together.”  

“Every where I looked grown ups were having 

MORE fun than the toddlers! Fun time!”  



 

 

“Loved that it 

wasn't just wheels 

on the bus on 

repeat lol So much 

fun for the whole 

family- including 

grandparents. Our 

little guy loved the 

glow sticks, 

decorations and of 

course bubbles!”  

“We loved this 

event! Our friend 

invited us and we 

had so much fun. 

Loved the glow 

sticks and tattoos. 

The goldfish and 

juice was a cute 

addition. Our (the 

moms) favorite part was the real DJ hyping the songs up. My toddler’s favorite part were the glow sticks 

and dancing! The password and streamers to enter were a great touch too. Well done!”  

“AMAZING!! One of the best toddler events I've been to. Please please please hold another one!  

The dark was hard to adjust to at first and I think some kids had a hard time understanding that it's dark 

and it's ok to dance/play (most parents use dark to signal nap time or bed time). But it was fun and 

would do again!” 

The Friends of the Library hosted a successful Open House with over 20 people in attendance, including 

seven Trustees 

from the 

Library Board. 

Special thanks 

to Teen 

Librarian, Jenn 

Senn and 

volunteer, 

Henry, for 

demonstrating 

the new 3D 

printer, made 

possible by the FOL.  



 

 

Looking Ahead: Summer FUN in June! 

 

 

Strategic Focus: 

Public Libraries are trusted and beloved institutions acting as intentional drivers of neighborhood 

vitality, as evidenced by new data from the Urban Libraries Council that shows how patrons at five 

central libraries interact with neighborhood attractions before or after library visits.  The Middleton 

Public Library serves as a baseline service provider for literacy, job assistance, housing support, and 

further connections to social services such as, WayForward Resources. Here are a few other examples of 

economic anchoring functions the library provides: 

 Providing free internet access and computer use for remote work and online learning 

 Supporting local history and cultural preservation, which can attract tourism and investment 

 Partnering with schools and community organizations to deliver/host workforce training 

 Partnering with local businesses to showcase services and build awareness of local offerings 

 Reduce barriers to entry for small businesses 

 Strengthen community resilience by fostering access to knowledge and resources 

 Multi-visit trips while downtown to retails stores and restaurants 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0359eea2298b4e769bc190786d6ea105


 

 

In the News: 

 

The Community Campus Project is moving forward with action from the City Common Council to begin 

developing a request for proposals to select an architectural firm for the project.  Wauwatosa, WI is 

undergoing a similar project and recently took action on a $107 million dollar project.  Similarly, Golden 

Valley, MN is building a new Civic Center Campus. 

 

Staff Spotlight: 

The library hosts approximately 4-8 interns per year in a variety of roles from several different 

Universities or independently as students or recent graduates. Here is a lovely note from a recent UW-

Madison student, Todd. 

UW-Madison iSchool intern, Sophia, will 

be at the library for the summer working 

on a digitization  project for Recollection 

Wisconsin. 

The Public Services team has done an 

incredible job moving through the 

inevitable tweaks that come with the 

migration to the new LinkCat.  How-To 

classes for the public are scheduled for 

June. 

Facility: 

 

Due to hail damage the library’s roof 

was assessed and was determined the 

shingle portion of the roof needed to be 

replaced.  This is cost is covered by the 

City of Middleton’s insurance policy.    

Director Sansing met with vendor, 

Bibliotheca, to kick off the next phase of 

the automated materials handling sorter.  

Exterior masonry work is the required 

next step and October 5th, 2026 is the 

target installation date.  

https://www.channel3000.com/news/middleton-advances-next-steps-for-community-campus-project/article_768b1e53-7b87-46f6-8d8c-67e9aeff074d.html
https://onmilwaukee.com/articles/new-tosa-library-city-hall-concepts
https://onmilwaukee.com/articles/new-tosa-library-city-hall-concepts
https://www.buildingforwardgv.org/civic-center-campus
https://www.buildingforwardgv.org/civic-center-campus
https://recollectionwisconsin.org/
https://recollectionwisconsin.org/

