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Library Remodeling Project Approved Get Ready For a New Look!
Within the next year, the Middleton Public
Library plans to offer its services and programs in an expanded, two-level facility. At its March 31st meeting, the
city’s Finance Committee voted to include an appropriation of $781,500 for this project in the 2003 capital
borrowing program. The Common Council subsequently
approved this borrowing package on a unanimous vote at
its April 15th meeting. The Library will contribute
$210,000 from its endowment fund and Dane County
Library Service revenue to help to defray the total cost of
the project.
The remodeling on the lower level will add approximately 8,000 square feet of new space. This area
will provide room for expansion of the library’s nonfiction and reference collections, quiet space for researchers
and readers, four small study rooms, a computer lab
equipped for individual and classroom use, and a remodeled Archer Room that will include updated technology
for public presentations. The main level will be reconfigured to accommodate additional space for services to children and teens, as well as more attractive and spacious
displays of the library’s popular collections of paperbacks,
audiovisual materials, and fiction
for adults. The project also presents a timely opportunity to
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ing, and interior design services. Strang has worked on
numerous projects in the community and surrounding area,
including St. Luke’s Lutheran Church and the Middleton
City Hall renovation. Their extensive library experience
includes the UW-Madison Memorial Library expansion, an
addition to and remodeling of an existing Carnegie Library
in Baraboo, and the design of the Southwest Area Library
in Fennimore.
The library board and staff are already hard at
work with members of the Strang team. The initial design
phase is expected to be finished by early May. This part of
the project includes the development of floor plan designs
for the main and lower levels and a preliminary review of
furnishing and equipment options.
The second design
phase, which will extend
through the month of
June, involves the final
selection of all of the new
elements of a remodeled
and expanded library. At
the same time, library staff
will identify all currently
owned furnishings, materials, and equipment that
need to be relocated.
Continued on page 2….
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Library Remodeling Project Approved

(continued)

Continued from Page 1…
The bidding process will take place during the month of July. Construction is likely to start in early August, and,
if all goes according to plan, a remodeled and expanded library should be ready for occupancy by January or February
2004.
Obviously, there will be some disruptions to library service at Middleton, but we hope to keep them to a minimum. We plan to give plenty of advance notice as to when they will occur. One of the most noticeable changes will be
the installation of a centrally located second elevator and a new stairwell to provide convenient access between the library’s two levels. In fact, an elevator tower will become one of the design focal points on the library’s main level. We
are also particularly excited about the creation of a cozy reading room, complete with fireplace and bookcases, which will
be accomplished with the enclosure of the northeast portico.
The current facility was constructed in 1989 and first opened its doors to the public on March 26, 1990. During
this time, the library has experienced tremendous growth in its service program. Circulation of library materials, for example, has more than doubled to 515,938 items checked out in 2002, from 211,414 in 1989. Program attendance, library
visits, and reference questions answered all show similarly strong increases. The collection now includes 80,000 books
and audiovisual materials, compared with 45,000 items in 1989. Once again, the library will have room for growth.
Library Director Paul Nelson will discuss the expansion and answer questions about the project at a special meeting of the Friends of the Library on Monday, May 19th, at 7 p.m. in the library’s Archer Room. Everyone is invited to
attend.
-Paul Nelson, Library Director
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Come Hear About Library Improvements on the Horizon
Please join the Friends of the Middleton Public Library on Monday, May 19, 7:00 p.m., for a presentation by Library Director Paul Nelson on the library’s
expansion project.
This will be an exciting year for the library and for
the Friends of the Library as both levels of the library
will be part of a remodeling project.
At the program on May 19 the Library Director will
show architectural drawings of the expansion, answer

questions about how programs and services will be
affected during and after the expansion project, and
conduct a tour of the current unfinished space.
This is also a great time for the community to get
more involved in the Library by taking a more
active role with the Friends group. If you have
questions about the Friends of the Middleton Public
Library or about the meeting on May 19, email
mid@scls.lib.wi.us or call 831-5564.

New LINKcat Available!
A new and improved version of LINKcat, the
library catalog, is available! Remote users can
access the new LINKcat from any non-library
computer. The Middleton Public Library has also
agreed to be a test site for the new LINKcat
beginning in early May. As a test site, the library
will have terminals marked as the new LINKcat
and patrons are encouraged to give us feedback
in regard to their searches. The new version of
LINKcat will be available at all 38 South Central
library system libraries by June 1st.
New features of the improved LINKcat include
photographs of book and video covers, summaries, and notes about authors. Links to relevant

websites will be provided, as well as the ability to
link directly to NetLibrary titles, to read certain
books in their entirety.
Managing your library account will also be much
easier. From "My Account," you can see a list of
everything checked out, sort the list by due date,
and renew them all with just one click. The new
LINKcat will remember who you are if you log in
first and will automatically remember your
pickup location when you place holds. In addition, slow connections caused by the LINKcat
Web should be eliminated, making your search
process go more smoothly.
-Rebecca Van Dan, Young Adult Librarian

Visions 2003: The Middleton Public Library Adult Summer Reading Program
The adult summer reading program
kicks off Tuesday, June 17, with author Michael Perry speaking at 7:00
p.m. Perry, an EMT & volunteer
firefighter from New Auburn, is the
author of several books, including
the highly praised Population:

485—Meeting Your Neighbors One Siren at
a Time.

As in previous years, you can participate in prize
drawings by turning in a slip for every five hours
you read. This year our adult summer reading
program themes are travel and food & we

have a number of fun & useful travel items to
give away in our prize drawings. In addition,
participants who read 35 hours may select a free
book from our prize cart. Our grand prize
will be a $100 gift certificate to Borders
Book Shop.
Be sure to join us on June 26 and July 22 to hear
“foodies” Terese Allen and Joan Peterson discuss
the intersection of culture and cuisine. This
summer we’ll be celebrating the concepts of “bon
voyage” and “bon appetit!” & we hope all adults
who use the Middleton Public Library will be part
of the adventure.
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The following high school students are graduating and leaving their
Page I positions at the library. We truly appreciate their years of
service to the library and we wish them all the best in their future
endeavors!
(pictured left to right)

Alex Frank will be attending Boston University; he has not decided
on a major.
Rachel Epp will be attending UW-La Crosse; she plans to study marine
biology.
Henry Borchers will be attending UW-Milwaukee to study film.
Joe Cupelli will be attending UW-Eau Claire; he has not decided on a
major.
Charlotte Rodgers will be attending Harding College in Arkansas to
pursue a nursing career.

Meet The Library Staff
This issue we talk with Vranna Manor
How and when did you start working in libraries? Why did you
choose this particular career?
In 1975 I read in my church bulletin that I was to be the church librarian—the pastor had forgotten to ask me! I discovered that I really enjoyed library work and went back to school. I got my MLS degree in
1982 ; I “crammed” a one-year course into four years while I was raising
my family. After I got my degree, I also worked part time at the Middleton Public Library when it was across the street. I “retired” from the
High Point Church library in 1999 after 24 years there and am now h
The Manor Family
a
a half-time library assistant here.
What’s the biggest change in the Middleton Public Library since you started working here
part time in 1986?
Years ago everyone did “a little bit of everything.” Now the staff is more specialized, each with
his/her own area of expertise. Another change is the volume of “holds” we do. 15 years ago
materials waiting to be picked up could be kept on 2 bookcases; now books and AV on hold fill up 9
or 10 bookcases!
What do you enjoy doing when you’re not staffing the Circulation Desk?
I enjoy walking my two large dogs (one yellow lab and one border collie). I also like working on my
family history and genealogy, and I hope to get back to my quilting in the next couple of years.
What books are you recommending these days?
Let’s Roll by Lisa Beamer, the wife of Todd Beamer who died on September 11, 2001 and the
Left Behind series by Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins.

