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Participate in the Library Read-A-Thon & Help Raise Money for the
Library’s Remodeling Project
Readers in kindergarten through 8th grade are encouraged to participate in the Middleton Public Library Read-athon which begins on Saturday, November 15—the day of
our Library Carnival.
Participants can pick up a pledge form at the library.
Readers should ask family and friends to make pledges towards pages read (for example, someone could pledge 10
cents for every page a participant reads, and if the partici-

pant reads 300 pages, they will raise $30.00 for the library!).
Pledge forms & money raised should be turned in between
December 1 and December 6.
On December 6th, from 1-2:30 p.m., the Friends of the
Middleton Public Library are holding a “children’s only”
book sale & party to celebrate the end of the Read-a-thon.

Have Fun & Help Your Library Grow! Library Carnival for Kids on Saturday November 15

Step right down to our lower level meeting room for lots of carnival fun! The activities begin Saturday, November 15 at 2 p.m. and
last until 4 p.m. Walk the cake walk, have your face painted, or try winning a prize at the duck pond! No entrance fee; tickets for
activities cost 25 cents a piece. Some events require two or more tickets.
Extra fun, same day: Kids can also get their holiday shopping done early at our special "Kids Only" booksale (with special prices just for them!) All proceeds from both events go toward the library remodeling project. (there will be a
second “Kids Only” book sale on Saturday December 6 from 1:00-2:30) Come downstairs & have fun!

Book Sale Update
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The Friends two-day book sale in September was well attended, and raised
$2,363.80 in sales and new memberships.
The dinner provided by the library staff on
Friday evening for Friends members was
very much appreciated and set the tone for
the kick-off of the library’s fundraising campaign.
The book sale in October did not have as
many in attendance, but still took in
around $650.00. The Middleton Public
Library wishes to express its sincere thanks
to all the people who participate in our
monthly sales on the second Saturday of
each month.
A few more things:
1. We are always in need of more book
sale sorters, especially in the evenings. (2nd
Monday / 6:30 p.m., 3rd Wednesday / 6:30

p.m.) No experience necessary, and a fun
time for all.
2. Although the book sale racks on the
main level contain wonderful items, we are
unable to put all the many special values
we receive on these display racks. Therefore, you will find many of the same quality books at the book sales.
3. Remember that your 2003 membership
expires at the end of the year, no matter
when it was purchased this year. All Friends
will have to renew beginning in January
2004 if you wish to attend book sales and
receive the library newsletter.
4. Finally, the library was saddened to
learn of the death of longtime book sorter,
Neil McCormick.
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A Message from the Library Director
Major Contribution Boosts Fundraising Campaign
As Director of the Middleton Public Library, I am very
pleased and honored to announce a major donation of $87,000
to the library’s expansion fund. It has been given by Marlene
Mack in memory of her husband Ken and will be used for the
construction and furnishing of a reading room, henceforth to be
designated as the Kenneth J. Mack Reading Room. I know I
speak for everyone in the community when I thank Marlene for
her very generous gift to the library.
Ken Mack spent most of his life in agriculture and busiKen & Marlene Mack
ness. He was raised on a dairy farm in Roxbury. After graduating from Sauk City High School, he earned a bacheThank you for your generous support of
lors degree in dairy science from the University of
Middleton’s nationally recognized library!
Wisconsin. A combination of debilitating illnesses
forced him to
Name: ______________________________________
retirement from his position as district sales manager
Address: ____________________________________
for the Ralston Purina Company after 10 years of
service. Even though advised to look for something
City: ________________________________________
less demanding, he started his own business, Mounds
Agri Service, which grew into a very successful feed
State: ________________ Zip: ____________
and fertilizer business on Highway 14. In 1993, he
Please do not list my name as a donor
built the first Mounds Pet Food Warehouse on MadiPlease
contact me to help with fundraising events
son’s east side, which has since grown to 4 stores.
Ken Mack died in 2000, and Marlene’s gift to the
I Would like to give the following:
library will serve as a lasting tribute to her husband’s
$10.00
$25.00
$50.00
life.
$100.00
$250.00
Other $__________
Although this gift provides us with a wonderful boost, the Library still has a long way to go to
Payment Options
Check Enclosed (payable to Middleton Public
reach its fundraising goal of $200,000. Please conLibrary Expansion Fund)
sider making a contribution to this important project,
the result of which will be improved library service in
Credit Card
MasterCard
Visa
an expanded, state-of-the-art facility. Please contact
me at 831-5564 or pen@scls.lib.wi.us if you have any
Card # _________ - _________ - _________ - _______
questions or would like to discuss a special gift to our
Card Expiration Date _____/_____
efforts.
mm / yy
Let me please remind you that the library will
Authorized
remain open throughout most of the construction.
Signature ____________________________________
We plan to close for approximately 3 weeks in midCredit cards processed by Madison Community Foundation
February until early March. Admittedly, we are all
going to have to work around a series of minor and
Send all donations & this form directly to:
major disruptions, some of which have already
Madison Community Foundation
occurred, such as the shifting of three ranges of book
Middleton Public Library Expansion Fund
shelves. During the remodeling and expansion proP.O. Box 5010
ject, the staff will do the best we can to maintain the
Madison, WI 53705-0010
high level of service that you have come to expect at
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Adult Book Discussion on Henley Novel
All readers are invited to join the library
discussion of Patricia Henley’s novel “In
the River Sweet” on Tuesday, November
11, at 7:00 p.m.

Page 5

ades earlier. The other secret concerns the relationship
her daughter is having with another young woman.

Ms. Henley, whose novel “Hummingbird House” was
a National Book Award finalist, spoke at the Middle“In the River Sweet” is the story of a mar- ton Library in October.
ried woman, Ruth Ann, who lives in Indiana, works in a library, and keeps secrets. One secret Join others to discuss your thoughts about this proconcerns the child she gave birth to in Vietnam decvocative novel.

It’s Beginning to Look A Lot Like Christmas...
Holiday Video at the Library on November 30
…Santa is coming to town on Sunday, November 30,
at 5:00 p.m. to light the Christmas tree in front of the
Middleton City Hall. Join us before the Big Event to
enjoy a classic holiday film at 4:00 p.m. before Santa
arrives.

We will be screening the holiday favorite “The Snowman,” based on the
book by Raymond Briggs, in the Storytime Room. This 30 minute movie is
suitable for all ages.
No sign up is required
and Colin Powell her favorite politician. Kristen has traveled to
Hawaii, Europe, Alaska, and Canada and her advice is to “reach
for the moon, because if you miss, you’ll land among the stars.”
Tanya Bolchen is a junior at Middleton High School. Tanya loves
Harry Potter books; plays trumpet in the Middleton High School
Band; and has spent the last several summers on church mission
trips, building houses and helping those less advantaged.

Teen Ladies of the Library
A lot of work at the library is done “behind the scenes” by our
Library Page Is. They are responsible for emptying book bins,
checking in materials, re-shelving materials out in the stacks, and
searching lists for hold items going to other libraries.

Katie Chin is a junior at Middleton High School. Katie likes Tamora Pierce books (Pierce will be coming to the library in May
2004), and chooses Moulin Rouge and Chicago as her favorite
movies. Katie’s request is for more chairs at the library.

Sarah Grogan is a junior at Middleton High School. Sarah’s favorite movie is “Donnie Darko ( a boy gets caught in a parallel
Katie Solberg is a junior at Middleton High School. Katie is curuniverse, but doesn’t know it, and follows the requests of a derently involved in theatre at school, likes potatoes and pasta salad, monic rabbit named Frank). She is a fan of local music, has two
loves Halloween, and is really looking forward to the addition at
brothers and a cat, and plans to attend UW-Madison working tothe library.
wards a degree in Sociology.
Mary Smiley is a sophomore at Middleton High School. Mary’s
favorite authors are J.K Rowling and Michael Crichton. She loves
cheese pizza, has a brother and a cat, and is traveling to China
during the next summer vacation.

Cara Moravec is a sophomore at Middleton High School. Cara is
a ballet dancer, likes the movies “Lord of the Rings” and “Pirates of
the Caribbean”, and recommends carrying around duct tape because it can fix anything.

Emilie Padfield is a junior at Middleton High School. Emilie’s
Nora Radtke is a junior at Middleton High School. She plays
favorite singer is Michael Jackson and her favorite politician is
trumpet in the Middleton High School band, is an avid soccer
Hilary Clinton. Emilie likes McDonald’s McChicken sandwich, and player, and works really, really hard at the library.
plans to go to college and then medical school.
Ishrat Ahmed is a junior at Middleton High School. Ishrat likes
Kate Phelps is a junior at Memorial High School. Kate has a non- spinach quiche. She has traveled to London and Bangladesh this
identical twin sister, is involved in choir, theater, and forensics, has summer (she learned a lot about different cultures); and has two
a dog, and whose advice is READ!
cockatiels. She wishes the library carts were “less” squeaky.
Kristen Schenborn is a junior at Edgewood High School. Da Vinci These teens work very hard and we thank them for all their contriCode is her favorite book, Robin Williams her favorite comedian, butions to the smooth running of the library.

A Special Thanks to our remodeling project donors as of this date:
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Special Gifts

$87,000
Marlene Mack, in memory of her husband Kenneth J. Mack, to be used for
the construction and furnishing of the
Kenneth J. Mach Reading Room.
$10,000+
Friends of the Middleton Public Library
$5,000-$9,999

Phone: (608) 831-5564
Fax: (608) 836-5724
Email: mid@scls.lib.wi.us
Http://www.scls.lib.wi.us/middleton

The Middleton Public Library is
Open to Serve you
Monday—Thursday 9 am-9 pm
Friday 9 am-6 pm
Saturday 9 am-5 pm
Sunday (Sept-May) 1 pm-5 pm

$1,000-$4,999
Virginia H. Holtz
JoAnna Richard and Paul Nelson
$500-$999
Cress Funeral & Cremation Services
Electronic Theater Controls, Inc.
Dan and Marcia Smith
$250-$499
Anna Marie Biermeier
Mason and Lisa Carpenter
Margaret H. Crittenden
Gerald C. Ehrmeyer
Clifford and Marian Foster
Steven S. Koslov
Glenda Sweet
Top Promotions, Inc.
Donna and Nathan Williams
$100-$249
Neal P. Barney
Branch Street Auto
William and Treva Breuch
James Couser and Kathryn Middleton
Signe S. Cooper

Elise C. Davis
Margaret DeWind
Samuel and Jeanette Ferguson
Financial Design Group, Inc.
Bonita Lewis
Keven and Laurie McMahon
Ruth Martin
Jeffrey and Helen Mattox
Steven and Kathryn Olson
Hillary Sullivan
Cheri and Howard Teal
University Podiatry Associates
Wisconsin Multiple Myeloma Society

Donations
as of Oct 28th
$106,676.65

<$100
James Bartlett
Donna Candee
Lois P. Curtiss
Liz W. Dannenbaum
Peter and Sharon DeWind
Erica Jacobson
Sheila Johnson
Charlies and Tricia Liberty
Gerald and Kathleen Lindas
Nancy A. McGill
Arlene Mattioda
Jacquelyn Mitchard
George and Constance Ott
Fred and Ruth Rand
Ann Schmidt
Jean Stelter
Barbara Vater
Steve and Betsy Wallman
James and Deborah Wendorf
Cathy Zahnow
Douglas and Kathleen Zwank

Meet The Library Board
This issue we talk with our Library Board
President, Dennis Dorn

up near Wisconsin Rapids that is the focus of our summer activities and I personally enjoy biking, running, golf, landscaping
and doing projects. I also serve on the boards of several professional organizations as well as some campus committees.

You have served on the Middleton Library Board more than once. How many
years have you been on the Board and
What do you see in the future for the Middleton Public
what brought you back to help out again? Library?

I've had four different terms, going back to
1980 when I was first elected to the Common
Council. First I served as an aldermanic representative, then
again from 1988 until 1990 at which time I had to resign since
we built a new house in the Town of Middleton. We moved
back to the City in 1993 and I've been a Trustee for the past six
years. I imagine some people expect I'd be a good fit since I am
a UW faculty member, but actually I've really been attracted by
the sense of community and sharing that libraries can bring to a
municipality. They are founts of information and offer doorways to resources far outside our immediate geographic regions. They also serve as centers for bringing people together
for meetings, programming for both youth and adults, and increasingly as a gathering place for neighbors. There is a whole
dynamic at work within the library structure that makes it larger
than the sum of the parts.

It's my hope that the library will continue the success that it has
seen in the past 13 years. With the move into our current facility, a great staff under the able leadership of Paul Nelson, transformed our little 5,500 SF library in City Hall into one of the
busiest libraries in Dane County. Furthermore it has been recognized nationally as one of the top ten libraries in the country
for its size. The current expansion project, much of it underwritten by a municipal bond, will provide additional space, programming and services to Middleton citizens, as well as folks
from many surrounding communities. It continues to be an
important magnet for bringing people to downtown Middleton.

How can the community help the Library at this point?

First, and foremost, keep coming to the library. Serving patrons
is what the library is all about. However, for those inclined toward civic pride and responsibility, the current remodeling proWhat do you do in your "non-library-board" hours?
vides a wonderful opportunity to give back to an institution
(work, hobbies, etc.)
that means so much to our community. We'd like to see many
I teach in the UW's Theatre & Drama department, specializing
contributions, of any size. Financial contributions will indicate
in the areas of technical direction and management. That's a
to the library staff, the city council, and our regional consistennice title that means I supervise areas of scenery, props, paint
cies that the library has been, and will continue to be, a reand some administration. My wife, Kathy, and I have a cottage source valued by many and worthy of continued future sup-

