
StoryCorps’ mission is to preserve and share humanity’s stories in order to build 

connections between people and create a more just and compassionate 

world.  

 

Core Principals 

1. The interview session is at the heart of StoryCorps. We treat participants with 

the utmost respect, care, and dignity. 

2. StoryCorps maintains a relentless focus on serving a wide diversity of partici-

pants. 

3. StoryCorps is a public service. 

Preserving History with Story Corps 

Why Use StoryCorps? 

 The goal is to interview friends, family, and community members about their life. It could 

be a specific event to capture that moment in history, or hearing stories to complete the 

genealogy story of your family.  

 

 Whatever the reason, it gives people a voice, and saves it for other generations. There is 

something powerful about hearing a person tell about their life with their voice,  

especially after they are gone. 



 The Storycorps app is great to use when you are with the person 

you are interviewing. Everything is in the app that you might need. 

It even records and stores the audio file.  First download the free 
app in your device’s app store, then create an account if you do 

not have one already. 

StoryCorps App 

 Use the menu button on the left side to access 

all of the features of the app. 

 Interviews are kept in one easy to find place. You can share 

the file to anyone in an email, or a link to the Archive pages 

to listen. 

 Listen is where you can explore what other people are record-

ing and posting. Your interview can also go here if you choose 

to make the file public for others to find.  



Helpful Hints 

 The app has helpful hints to make the interview process as smooth as possible. Learn 

how to get started, prepare for the interview, how to do a good interview, and how to 

get technical support if you have issues with the app. 



Prepare Your Interview 

Record 

 Tap on ‘record interview’ from the menu. The directions on the screen  say to have 

the phone 6-8 inches  from you and your partner. Tap the blue ‘record’ button on 

the bottom when ready. You will have 40 minutes to record. Sliding the screen 

from left to right takes you through the questions you selected in the question list. 

You can also use a paper list if you prefer. 

 The app takes you through each step to fill out details and choose your questions ( you 

can add your own as well, instead of only using the questions provided).  



StoryCorps Connect 

 StoryCorps Connect can be used in times where you cannot be with the person you are 

interviewing, whether because of time, place, or illness.  
 

 If you made an account on the app, the same login credentials will also log you into 

Connect. Start at archive.storycorps.org. 



Your Account 

 You have access to any interviews you have done in the app, and you can upload any 

past recordings. This is also where you can see your profile, and access StoryCorps  
Connect. To login start at archive.storycorps.org. 



Uploading Past Recordings 

 If you ever you other devices or another app to record an interview, you can always 

add it into your archive.  You will select the file from your computer, making sure to not 

go over 500MB. Fill out the details: title, description, participants, keywords, location, pri-

vacy choices, and any other comments you have about the recording. 



Conducting an Online Recording 



Recording the Interview 

 Click on Record with StoryCorps Connect to access the room. You can send your  
interviewee the link to join the room. You will be able to see them, but only the audio will 

be recorded when you hit the record button. 

 Click the green button to save the interview. On the details page you can choose 

to save the interview to the archives at the Library of Congress. 

 Afterwards, the interview will live in the lead participant’s account.  



Middleton Community Page 

 Upload your interviews to the community page to allow the history of Middleton citizens 

to be collected in one place. It can be accessed at any time. 

 

 Let’s give people in our community a voice, and grow more connected to one another 

in good and hard times. 

 Next, write your interview information. Both participants: 

 Together, compose a short interview description. 

 Example: Angie and Frederica discuss their political differences, shared values, 

and the major life events that informed them. 

 Choose five keywords. Example: growing up, family, stories…. 

 Non-lead participant exits the chat room and lead participant presses “Save 

Interview to Archive”. 

 Lead participant fills out the interview information form. This includes the inter-

view description, keywords, privacy setting selection, plus additional infor-

mation. 

 Press “Save to Archive.” 

 In approximately one hour, the interview will publish to the chosen privacy set-

ting. Both 

 participants will receive email notification that it’s ready. Click the link to find 

your interview in 

 StoryCorps’ Online Archive. 



My Contact Information 

Amanda Brzeszkiewicz, Library Assistant 

Middleton Public Library amandab@midlibrary.org 608-827-7403 

Help 

 To get help from StoryCorps about  issues with your account or app, just click the ‘Help” button in the 

bottom right corner of the website.  

 

 

 Use the window that opens to search for your question answers or contact them. 


